DEVOTED TO RATIONAL SPIRITUALISM AND~ PRACTICAL REFORM. 


P 


ade 


A. 


NEWTON AND S. B. BRITTAN, EDITORS. 


PRINCIPAL OFFICE OF .PUBLICATION, AT NO. 14 BROMFIELD STREET, (UP STAIRS,) BOSTON, MASS. 


NEW SERIES. 


BOSTON, NEW YORK .AND CHICAGO, 


Pe 


Spiritual Philosophy. 


For tho Spiritua] Age. 
THE BASIC WORD OF THE OLD CHURCH. 

. No. VII. 

- Beforetime in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, 
thus he spake: ‘+ Come, let us go to the Seer ; for he that. 
ts now called a Prophet, was beforetime called a Seer.” — 
lst SamveEt, 9: 9. . 


EXODUS, 

‘The tables are renewed” in place of those which Moses in 
his anger destroyed ; but the renewal consists only in extent 
of body, with the soul left out,—a barbarous array of trap- 
pings, with superstitious rites of vain formulas, fit orly for the 
lowest estate of the groundlings whose worship is ever in the 
external. The Lord comes down in a cloud as at first, with a 
new addition of ‘ jealous” to his name, as significant that any 
freedom of worship outside the meretricious upholstery of the 
tabernacle and its ark, would be deemed a damnable heresy, 
requiring another twenty-three thousand to be slain. 

The adjacent people were to be driven out, and their altars 
destroyed amid “ such signs as were never seen on the earth.” 
“Three times in the year all thy males shall appear in the 
sight of the Almighty Lord, the God of Israel.” Moses, 
while receiving these new commands from his tutelary God, on 
Mount Sinai, fasted forty days, which caused him so to shine 
as to make it necessary to veil his face before the people. 

And Exodus is ended without a gleam of immortality of 
the soul; or only to be inferred in what we may glean of 
trans-mundane spiritual operation through the mediumship of 
Moses and his assistants. What the old record may have in 
this respect, Modern Spiritualism will be able to redeem, so 
far as it may be consonant with the law and conditions of the 
modern unfolding. The ancients believed their trance me- 
diums to be possessed by God, and the medium was often called 
God, as in the case of Moses. With the modern light, we are 
enabled to take the degrees on the ancient sliding-scale of the 
God-head, and the basic word of our churches is simply the 
naked assumption of antiquity in the name of God, whether 
material or spiritualwise. 

DeWette receives the Hebrew collection as “legends for the 
childhood of the human race,” and as “contributions to his- 
tory, are not to be despised.” Agreed; but when the church 
of the nineteenth century puts forth these “legends” as the 
infallible word of the Most High, they become a weight of 
enormous pressure upon the humanity of Christendom. The 
church has so entangled our souls in these legends, that till we 
can rise through their cloud to the greater light, there must 
remain but very slow progress for the human race. 


As Moses veiled his face, so the church veiis these legends 
in the name of God. If the people incline to look curiously 
_ within the ark of the covenant, to see its table made in the 
pattern of that at Delphi, they are warned to keep at the foot 
of the hill, lest the Lord break forth upon them and kill them, 
and some fifty thousand and seventy be slain, as happened in 
Jewry when God and his ark were carried home on a new 
cart. When the people looked into the ark of the Lord, he 
smote them “with a great slaughter,” to the amazement of 
the groundlings, who exclaimed, ‘* Who is able to stand before 
this holy Lord God?” 

It does appear from the present unfolding that the clouds of 
Old Jewry must soon sink below the horizon of the coming 
day. McNaught, in his inquiry into biblical inspiration, says, 
« One may find many rich and imaginative descriptions in the 
Bible, but nota single logical or scientific definition.” This 
same clergyman cites Bishop Hampden as admitting the Bible 
to be often low in its standard of morals. “Ifa Jewor an 
early Christian wished to say that any action was referable to 
some inspiration, his mode of expressing this idea was, such 
and such an action was performed by such and such a spirit, 
good or evil, as thecase might be.” McNaught continues, « If, 
by a dream, or any other circumstances or causes, Paul and 
his companions were induced to abandon some field of mission- 
ary labor, and adopt another, the Christian expression was, 
“ We are forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in 
Asia.” 

Genius, Demon, Holy Ghost and God, were the common 
names to designate the origin of the inspirational influx. 
Viewed from this point, we get the truc status of the Jewish 
Scriptures. They were doubtless of the highest outbirths of 
their respective ages, and valuable at this time, not as yokes 
upon our necks, but as landmarks along the ages, suggestive of 
higher phenomena in the unfolding heavens, and also glorious- 
ly valuable in the later prophets, manifest in the moral gran- 
deur of the outepoken truths; but they show no light of the 
fature existence of the soul to lift its aspirations up, and to 
lessen the weight of its earthly burdens. Their angels appear 
rather distinct creations than the .resurrection of mortals; 
though, in the light of the modern page, we can trace the faint 
glimmerings of antiquity. Moses, on Horeb and on Sinai, 
wrote on his Delphian table as the spirit gave him utterance. 


Such may have been the Jewish fount of oracles divine, as 
from priestesses at Delphi and at Dodona’s grove. 

There have been so many different versions of the Bible, 
that it is impossible to determine precisely what meaning the 
original writers attached to their words. Wherever God ap- 
pears or acts in some of the versions, an angel of God appears 
or acts in the others, and thus correspondingly expresses what 
among the surrounding Gentile nations was deemed the intelli- 
gence and motivity of Demons or of Gods. ‘ All the words 
which the Syrians apply to the worship of. God, are applied to 
idolatry by the Hebrews, because the worship of the Syrians 
appeared to them as apostacy, or false religion.” But to view 
all these matters, gathered toa focus, see Theodore Parker’s 
translation of DeWette, Mrs. Child’s “ Progress of Religious 
Ideas,” McNaught on inspiration, ana the Westminster Re- 
view for the last ten years. These will suffice for all who have 
neither time nor inclination to trace the dark labyrinth of the 
past. : 

“Tt is,” says Theodore Parker, “often difficult to deter- 
mine where the myth begins, and the plain statement ends. 
But the Hebrew Scriptures have this difficalty in common with 
all very ancient and especially Orieutal writings.” And 
Eickhorn (iz cit.) on the book of Genesis, says: “ Its concep- 
tions are only like those of the ancient world in general, when 
it had not been ascertained by long-continued inquiry that all 
events are connected into a series of intermediate causes. 
Therefore, it stops with God, the ultimate cause, as if He were 
supposed to be the intermediate cause.” Hence the record is 
noś above the genius, demon, god, or familiar spirit of the wri- 
ter. 

DeWetie thinks “the Pentateuch may be called the theo- 
cratical epic poem of the Israelites, without denying that there 
is an historical basis at the bottom.” This author also shows 
that the Hebrew collection “written with the finger of God,” 
presenis an aspect of more than one finger in the pie; and 
these fingers of Elohim (Gods) and of Jehovah (Lord) do not 
always pursue a unity of line without variableress or shadow 
of turning. l 

Josephus, though a very pious Jew, and possessing a won- 
derful capacity of belief in the legends of his ancestors, yet 
staggers under the burden of some of the biblical stories. He 
is more liberal in his household faith than our nineteenth cen- 
tury Christians, who have the effrontery and stupidity to offer 
us these same legends as the infallible words of the ever-living 
God, and to cast us out of their synagogues if we do not so 
receive them. Josephus, while he makes as good a presenta- 
tion of tae house of Israel as he can, liberally declares——“ but 
as to these matters, let every one take them as he thinks fit ;” 
and Philo, equally devoted and credulous, does not require of 
his readers to bolt outright the sacred legends of his grand- 
fathers—to be told to “sons and grandsons in the name of 
the Lord,” but considers it “ incurable folly” so to receive 
them, without large admixture of allegorical interpretation. 
What the Jews themselves could not receive, is offered to us 
asa fetisch to be worshipped; but the modern advent is lift- 
ing the veil of the ancient holy of holies, so that all may walk 
in and behold the grim idol which has so long Lorded over the 
true heritage of God. 

LEVITICUS. 

The Lord valls to Moses from the tabernacle, and instructs 
him in lessons of slaughter, and how to dispose of entrails so 
as to make a “ most sweet savor to the Lord.” Utterly dis- 
gusting as these things now are, they are offered to us as rel- 
icts to be worshipped, and not as savage exhibitions of an 
early and barbarous age. Gross rites and ceremonies, forever 
the concomitants of ignorance and imbecility, appear to have 
had as low a plane among the Jews as among any other peo- 
ple. To kill all sorts of cattle “in the sight of the Lord,” 
for his “ sweet smelling savor,” is but one remove from the 
near slaying of Isaac, or the immolation of Jepthah’s daugh- 
ter. While the church continues now, as the priesthood then, 
to anoint these things in the name of the Lord, even to the 
impregnation of Sunday and secular schools, progress, in the 
way of a new birth, must be slow indeed; and but for the 
modern light, the ancient cloud would seem destined to shroud 
us forever. 

Now, it swiftly recedes to the horizon of the aucient day; 
and however fit may have been the covering then, it has but 
little aptitude for present needs. To offer pigeons, turtles and 
rams as sin offerings to the Lord, may have been entertaining 
to “ sons and grandsons” of Old Jewry, but do not show forth 
unto edification as the word of God to-day. 

The Lord of old time spoke to Moses, telling him how to 
temper things with oil, and to fry them in a frying-paa, and to 
offer them hot “ for a most sweet odor to the Lord ;” but if 
modern spirits, Lords or otherwise, should utter such things 
now, what a shout of derision from church, press and people, 
would burst forth, unheedirg that the old savor is a stink, and 
not genial perfumery for the present. Nor is it meet to offer 
us theold “ram of consecration, elevating it before the Lord.” 

Notwithstanding the Lord was ever present, directing in all 
things, from the hem of a garment to the slaying of a bullock, 
or a ram—notwithstanding he dwelt between the cherubim, 


and in the ark of the covenant, and gave his oracles in the 
name of “ Jealous,” yet there was not a unity of faith in the 
camp ; but unbelief was here and there rampant, doubting the 
assumptions and the authority claimed in the name of the 
Lord. Here were the sons of Aaron, the high priest, a God 
by virtue of his office, (as per Philo,) aud’ nephews to the still 
higher God, Moses, who did not receive the pretensions of the 
tabernacle Godheaa, but offered incense to other Gods, and 
were themselves consumed by the Lord, whose name is “ Jeal- 
ous;” so that “they died before the Lord.” Aaron had, 
himself, led off, on another occasion, in the worship of the 
golden calf; and the sons, now deeming a little heresy to be 
needful in the camp, offered other incense than the entrails of 
the consecrated ram as a sweet smelling savor to the Lord, who 
slew them therefor—Moses assuring Aaron that the Lord would 
be “ glorified in the sight of all people.” Aaron then “held 
his peace,” though some of the brethren were permitted to 
“ bewail the burning which the Lord had kindled,” and in 
which Aaron’s sons became the victims as the sin offering for 


heresy. 

The Lord, who is doubtless Moses, then spoke to Aaron tell- 
ing him not to drink wine or be drunk “when you enter into 
the tabernacle ;” and also directed how “the oblatione of the 
Lord” were to be eaten by Aaron’s household in the holy of 
holies. In the meantime Moses sought for the buck-goat that 
had been offered for sin, and found it burnt. He was then 
angry with other of Aaron’s sons who had escaped “ the burn- 
ing which the Lord had kindled;” but Aaron and his sons 
were too much afflicted in the loss of the two boys in the fire 
kindled by the Lord to have much appetite for a well-roasted 
buck-goat,” and so suffered it to be burnt; and so Moses was 
angry at the loss of a good cut for his dinner. Aaron replied, 
“ How could I eat it, or please the Lord in the ceremonies, 
having a sorrowful heart ?” 

We then have a long account of the ways and means of pu- 
rificftion, physically and spiritually, by saddling our sins upon 
a buck-goat, and sending him off to the wilderness as an atone- 
ment, instead of ceasing to do evil and learning to do well. 
But amid so much that is frivolous, there are excellent moral 
precepts which appear very little to have been practised. The 
scape-goat way was found easier than loving your neighbor as 
yourself; and sorry we are to record that even in this nine- 
teenth century the scape-goat way of atonement is more relied 
upon than to do justly, love mercy, and walk humbly. So, 
too, in old time, though the Lord taught not to “honor the 
countenance of the mighty,” yet a trespass against a bond- 
servant, or slave-woman, was to be atoned for by “a ram to 
the Lord, because she was not a free woman.” 

“Tam the Lord your God. You shall not divine nor ob- 
serve dreams, nor shave your beard.” It would appear from 
this, that Moses had so centralized his mediumship as not to 
be disposed to permit any divination outside of himself. This 
is rather contrary to democratic usage, but may have been nec- 
essary with a disorderly and superstitious people. Let us 
trust that Moses and his familiar spirit did the best they could 
under the circumstances, without taking their yoke upon our 
necks—but rather courting that all the winds of doctrine 
be let loose, and with Milton, nothing fearing for the truth, 
when she and falsehood grapple in free and open encounter. 

Not so Moses, who directs, in the name of his Lord, that “a 
man or woman having a familiar spirit shall be stoned to 
death.” Cotten Mather thinks Moses was jealous of other 
mediums. It was rather hard usage to stone the heretics; 
but how much less would it be by many who now sit in Moses’ 
seat, if they had the power? Itis only that the sceptre has 
departed from our churches that we ‚may now come to an in- 
numerable company of angels. 

In the ordinances relating to the priests, the Jewish God is 
minute and exclusive, as usual; and when the word of God 
reaches us only through a priesthood, it must necessarily be of 
a very doubtful character, as this craft, in all ages, have ever 
so fashioned their God for the people as shall most redound to 
the exaltation of the priest. Hence, in the Leviticus of the 
Vulgate, “ the priest is greatest among his brethren,” though 
this is hidden in the “ common version ; but when God’s word 
can be so changed by variety of language s to mean various 
things in general, it would seem rather to impair its infullibil- 
ity, though by the meretricious surroundings of “ oil of unc- 
tion” and “ holy vestments,” the people shall be amazed out 
of their common sense, if they had even so much as would 
amount in stature to a grain of mustard-seed, and believe the 
incredible and impossible, if the priest so instruct them in the 
assumed authority and name of the Lord. So the Jewish 
God forbade the priesthood to take any but virgins for wives, 
or to intermarry with the “ common people.” Neither would 
he have for priest a man with “a little, a great, or a crooked 
nose,” or otherwise unhandsome, because, “I am the Lord.” 
But if this Hebrew Lord were the creator of the heaven and 
the earth, and man in his own image, it would seem like unpa- 
rental treatment to cast out his suffering children with unfash- 
ionable noses or broken feet, especially as he gave no physio- 
logical conditions to show how these untoward infirmities could 
be prevented. Weare hoping in our day to have physical 
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TERMS, TWO DOLLARS A YEAR, IN ADVANCZ. . 


laws so unfolded in our schools, as to show what the corditions 
are that shall give birth to healthy, well-formed children, and 
When we grow into har- 
mony with the laws of the great whcle, lawyers, doctors and 
priests will not thrive as now they do, upon ignorance, discord 


to show the law of healthy growth. 


and crime. 


Not in puerile shams, in church and state, shall we find the 


salvation of man. Not in dead theologies and dead Gods shall 


man find his savior, but of the fully developed of.God in the |° 


living present. When men shall know themselves, they will 


know the laws of their being; rad to obey these laws in their 


highest unfoldment, will be to obey the laws of the living God. 


They will know that on these Jaws rest their physical, moral 
and spiritual health in all their multifold yet simple relations. 
That each part relates to a whole whose centrality is the High- 
er Law or Godhead of the Universe, and that so much as we 
are in equilibrium with these forces, we have physical, moral 
So much as we counteract them, we have 
disease, war, death. These laws are not hard to learn, but 


Who 
reads them and acts them aright, lays up treasure in heavem, 


and spiritual peace. 


open readily to all who would rise to their sources. 


and finds within himself the kingdom of God. 


Let us approach, then, the holy of holies of the greater 
light, that we may lay the ax to the rootof the. tree—that we 
may find how much better is the ounce of prevention than the 
It is thus we may prevent physical and moral 
Taere is none—there can be no other way to the king- 
dom of heaven, but to know and observe its laws in all rela- 
So much as we rise in this light, the truth 


pound of cure. 
sin. 


tions to a whole. 


makes us free. In ignorance and darkness we are lost. 


The Jewish Lord gives directions concerning “an ox or a 
Also, “ You 
shall not offer bread to your God from the hand of a stranger.” 

The Romanist Bible appears more naturally and literally 
translated than the Protestant version, which is so strained as 


sheep, that hath the ear and the tail cut off.” 


to be unintelligible in some of its parts, 


The Lord often claims the first fruits of lambs, flour, and 
“The 
loaves and the lambs without blemish;” the calves and the 
rams “shall be for a holocaust with their libations, for a most 
and 


“ libations also of wine,” and of the pantry generally. 


sweet odor to the Lord ;” besides “a buck-goat for sin,” 


directions for holy days, weeks and months. 


All this priestly government of antiquity, fitting only fora 
people in the grossest darkness, we foolishly adore in the pres- 
ent day, because our priesthood, like the old, proclaims its au- 


thority in the name of the Lord; while Modern Spiritualism 
is derided on the assumption that it lacks dignity, compared 
with the old! We proclaim truths of this world and the 
next, and these are undignified in comparison to the slaugh- 
tering of animals and burning their entrails as a sweet savor 
to the Lord, amid plentiful “ libations of wine” !! C. B. B. 


—eoo 
THE FUTURE LIFE. 


[EXTRACT FROM FESTUS.] 
Festes. But thinkest thou the future is a state 
More positive than this; or that it can be 
Aught but another present, full of cares, 
And toils, perhaps, and duties; that the soul 
fill ever be more nigh God than now, 
Save as may scem from mind’s debility; 
Just as the sun from weakness of the eye, 
And the illusions made by nature’s forms, 
Seems hot and wesried resting on the hill? 
It would be well, I think, to live as though 
No more were to be looked for; to be good ; 
Because it is best, here; and leave hope and fear 
For lives below ourselves. If earth persuades not 
That I owe prayer, and praise, and love to God, 
While all I have He gives, will Heaven? will Hell? 
No; neither, never! 


CLARA. I think not all with thee. 
Have I not heard thee hint of spirit-friends? 
Where are they now ? 

Festus. Ah! close at hand, mayhap. 


I havea might immortal; and can ken 
With angels. Neither sky, nor night, nor earth 
Hinders me. Through the forms of thi.gs I see 
Their essences; and thus, even now, behold— 
But where I cannot show to thee—fur round, 
Nature herself—the whole effect of God. 
Mind, matter, motion, heat, time, love, and life 
And death, and immortality—those chief 
And first-born giants all are there—all parts, 
All limbs of her, their mother: she is all. 
eh ae Se 
Nationat Rerorms.—Pity that a nation cannot reform it- 
self by what the newspapers call «tremendous cheers.” Alas! 
it cannot be done. Reform is not joyous, but grievous; no 
single man can reform himself without stern suffering and 
stern working; how much less can a nation of men! The 
serpent sheds not its old skin without rusty disconsolateness ; 
he is not “appy, but miserable. In the water-cure itself, do 
you not sit steeped for months, washed to the heart in element- 
al drenchings, and, like Job, are made to curse your day? 
Refortsing of a nation is a terrible business. Thos. Carlyle. 
1 
More persons fell.out concerning the right road to Heaven, 
than ever got to the end of their journey. Sosays an ortho- 


dox old fogy. 
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SYMPATHY AND ANTIPATHY. 

Parents and physicians have not paid sufficient attention to 
the subjects of sympathy and antipathy io children and pa- 
tients. The child or patient finds some articles of food repug- 
nant, this is ascribed to imagination; but such instinctive 
aversions or attractions most frequently are realities and ought 
to be treated accordingly. We sub-add a few cases of antip- 
athy in man and animals. 

By antipathy, must be understood, of course, the reverse of 
sympathy. The folowing remark is from Dr. Good: 

“ We occasionally meet among mankind, with a fort of sen- 
sation altogether wonderful and inexplicable. There are some 
persons so peculiarly affected by the presence of a particular 
object, that is neither seen, tasted, heard, smelt nor touched, as 
not only to be conscious of its presence, but to be in agony till 
it is removed. The vicinity of a cat not unfrequently pro- 
duces such an affect, and I have been a witness to the most 
decisive proofs of this in several instances.” 

Dr. Sutherland says: “1 knew a person who was so much 
affected with the smell of onions, as to be unable to remain in 
the house where they were; and it is said, Henry the Third, 
of France, could not endure the presence of a cat. Lord 
Chancellor Bacon fell down ina fit whenever there was an 
eclipse of the moon; the philosopher Boyle could not endure 
the sound of water drawn from a cock. Erasmus trembled at 
the sight or smell of fish; Marshal d’ Albert fainted at the 
sight of a sucking pig; La Mollie la Voyer could not endure 
the sound of music; and Shakspeare speaks of some person in 
his day who could not endure the sound of the bagpipe. The 
celebrated astronomer Brahe, was totally paralyzed in his 
limbs at the sight of a live hare; and we have known intelli- 
gent persons who could not endure the sight of a rat. Some 
persons are peculiarly affected on touchirg certain kinds of 
metals, and others are affected in the same way if they tonch 
them only in their imagination. An intelligent lady of my 
acquaintance had such an antipathy to spiders, that for eight 
years she retained the sense of disgust and horror which it gave 
her on finding one upon her person. 

“« Now, it is quite certain, that these states of feeling do not 
depend upon the judgment, but they must have their origin 
in a peculiarity of the physical nature of each person. So it 
isin common life. There is, as it were, an atmosphere sur- 
rounding every individual, and which you perceive at once, 
when you approach him. On the first sight of one person, you 
feel instinctively repelled, and you do not find it possible to feel 
pleased with being near to him, or to delight in his company. 
But with another person you are delighted at once. You 
feel an attachment to him, for which you can render no reason 
at all, no more than you could for the antipathy you felt for 
for the other. All our feelings of love, friendship and dislike 
are founded in this peculiarity of our nature. We all attract 
or repel those who are like us; hence the good delight in the 
good ; the evil feel attached to the wicked.” 


ABSORPTION OF VITALITY. 

A habit which is considerably prevalent in almost every 
family, of allowing children to sleep with older persons, has 
ruined the nervous vivacity and physical energy of many a 
promising child. Those having dear old friends, whose lives 
they would like to perpetuate at the sacrifice of their innocent 
offspring, alone, should encourage this evil; but every parent 
who loves his child, and wishes to preserve to hima sound 
nervous system, with which to buffet successfully the cares, 
sorrows and labors of life, must see to it, that ms nervous Vi- 
tality is not absorbed by some diseased or aged relative. 

Children, compared with adults, are electrically in a poeitive 
condition. The rapid changes which are going on in their little 
bodies, abundantly generate andas extensively work up vital 
nervo-electric fluids. But when by contact for long nights, 
with elder and negative persons, the vitalizing electricity of 
their tender organizations is absorbed, they soon pine, grow 
pale, languid and dull, while their bed companions feel a cor- 


responding invigoration. King David knew the effects of this 


| practice, and when he became old, got certain young persons 


to sleep with him, that his days might be lengthened. Dr. Hufe- 
land, the German physiologist, attributes the frequent longevity 
of schoolmasters to their daily association with young persons. 

Invalid mothers often prolong their existence by daily con- 
tact with their children. I once knew a woman who, by weak 
lungs and mineral doctors, had been prostrated with incurable 
consumption. Her infant occupied the same bed with her al- 
most constantly, day and night. The mother lingered for 
months on the verge of the grave, her demise being hourly- 
expected. Still she lingers on, daily disproving the predic- 
tions of her medical attendants. The child meanwhile pined, 
without any apparent disease. Its once fat little cheeks fell 
away with singular rapidity, till every bone in its face was vis- 
ible. Finally it had imparted to its mother its last spark of 
vitality, and simultaneously both died. I saw it recently sta- 
ted in a newspaper, that a man in Massachusetts had lived 
forty-one days withont eating anything, during which period 
he had been nourished altogether by a little cold water, and 
“by the influences absorbed by him while daily holding the 
hands of his wife.” —Dr. E. P. Foote 
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
Jamestown, N. Y., Oct. 6th, 1858. 

The glories of an autumnal forest in America have been the 
‘theme of many a glowing pen and pencil. But not every 
year, nor in every locality are to be seen such splendors as 
now enrobe the hills and vales of this vicinity. A wonderful 
artist, as well as magician, is Mr. John Frost, sometimes ir- 
reverently nicknamed Jack. His achievments the present sea- 
son, in this secluded quarter, certainly entitle him to honor- 
-able mention in the Chronicles of Art. A few days since, and 
all our trees stood rejoicing in the green livery of summer, un- 
faded by the scorching heats and bleaching rains of an un- 
usualiy fervid September. Suddenly at night this magic ar- 
tist made his appearance among us, and waved his wand over 
hill-top and valley. Twice or thrice he repeated the incanta- 
tion, when lo! it seemed as if a myriad rainbows had fallen 
from the sky and broken themselves in fragments upon every 
shrub and leaf! For some reason, the colorings have a brilliancy 
and vividness which I never observed on so large a scale else- 
where. Hach single tree seen from my window stands transformed 
seemingly into a gigantic bouquet of flowers, sometimes ot ev- 
ery tint from sombre emerald to flaming crimson. From the 
hills which I climb in my morning walks, the whole country, 
as far as the eye can reach, appears one immense flower-garden, 
` Jaid out on the most ample scale. 
day before yesterday, while riding in the mellow, golden at- 
mosphere of un October afternoon, to the valleys of the Kian- 
tone aud the Connewango, would have thrown an English or 
Italian artist into ecetacies ; and I must confess to a little en- 

thusiasm being enkindled in my cool Yankee temperament. 


JAMESTOWN INSTITUTE, 


During my stay here, I have found most comfortable quar- 
ters at the establishment of Dr. Wellington, known as the 
Jamestown Institute. To him and his estimable lady, with 
many members of his large family, I am deeply indebted for 
unremitting attentions during an illness under which I have 
suffered for some days. With the object and plan of this school, 
the readers of the Ace are already well acquainted. As it has 
not been in full session during my stay, I have had less op- 
portunity than I couid have wished to acquaint myself with its 
practical operation. I have seen enough, however, to assure 
me that the Dr. has got hold of the true idea of education— 
the education of the future. The distinguishing characteris- 
tic of his system is, that it stimulates the pupil at every step 
to think for himself, instead of loading bis mind with other 
people’s thoughts, and to govern himself, instead of being re- 
strained by external force. Text-books and technicalities are 
not committed to memory, but are made use of only as the 
growing mind becomes hungry for them. Order is not secured 
by the enforcement of mechanical rules, but the school is or- 
ganized into a self-governing association. Of course, it re- 
quires some little time to awaken in pupils accustomed to the 
old regime, a due sense of propriety and. esprit du corps to re- 
strain from all irregularities; but we think as much has been 
accomplished in this direction as could reasonably be expect- 
ed, and constant improvement is observable. The Institute re- 
lies for‘support upon the patronage of liberal and enlightened 
parents. .We would recommend such, if possible, to visit and 
thoroughly acquaint themselves with its plan and working, 
when they can intelligently decide upon its adaptation to the 
educational wants of the time. 

I shall leave this p!ace with many pleasant memories both 
of the inmates and of the location. 

Laona, N. Y., Oct. 11th. 

We left Jamestown on Friday morning, in the midst of a 
feathery snow-storm. Of all the strange freaks of Madame 
Nature, for which the. present year has been distinguished— 
tornadoes, floods, and sudden changes of temperature, not ex- 
cepting even that unheralded messenger which has unfolded 
ita wondrous tale in the north-western sky—this was most un- 
expected. In places the snow lay from two to three inches in 
depth (further south, I am told, it was six inches deep !)—and 
fields with their produce, forests with all the gorgeous beauty 
of the previous day, were enveloped in the white shroud of win- 
ter. _A part of our way lay through primeval woods, where 
the rude cabin of the pioneer had but recently made its appear- 
ance. Here were revealed new scenes of splendor. The fall- 
ing flakes had fastened upon the upper surface of every twig 
and tinted leaf, giving a novel finish to the before unri- 
valled coloring of the magic artist. The effect, as one looked 
upward through the thick foliage, each rainbow hue tipped with 
pure crystalline, nearly equalled the most gorgeous dreams 
of fairy-land. It was a master-piece from Nature’s studio, to 
be gazed upon, perhaps, but once in a life-time. 

THE CONVENTION AT LAONA. 


Arriving at this village, late in the afternoon, we found, in 
spite of the storm, a hundred or two earnest souls assembled in 
the little village church,—a house erected by one of the popu- 
lar religious sects, but now owned by Spiritualists,—and en- 
gaged in an earnest discussion of some of the most vital topics 
of the day. 

Henry C. Wricut, that unwearied and almóst ubiquitous 
-champion of several unpopular reforms, had been elected 
ehainaan besides being called upon to act as chief speaker. 
Mrs. Carrer and Mrs. SrarR, of this place, were secretaries. 

- Mr. and Mrs. Davis, who were expected, were not present. 

The following resolutions, introduced by Mr. Wright, were 

discussed during the first day, chiefly by himself: 
SLAVERY AND ITS SUPPORTERS. 


Resolved, That we regard American Slavery as ‘* the sum of all vil- 
Isinies,’’ ani all who sustain it, politically or religiously, directly or 
indirectly, as practical advocates and participators of the theft, robbery, 
pollution and crimes which are essential to its existence, 

THE AMERICAN UNION, 


Resolvež, That the American Union was formed to establish and se- 
cure the blessings of liberty; and having failed to answer the objects for 
which it was created, i. e, to secure life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happiness, it is the right and duty of the peopie to dissolve this slave- 
holding and slave-hunting Union, and form a confederacy on the prin- 
ciple of “ No union with sla veholders.’’ 


Some views which I obtained | 


: T H E 


A SLAVE-HOLDING AND WAR-MAKING GOD. 


Resolved, That we deny the existence and scorn the worship of a 
God that sustains war, or slavery, or that in any way authorizes and 
upholds fraud, injustice, cruelry and inhumanity between man and 
man, and recognize the existence and worsbip only of a God of love and 


justice, who, in all things, respects the persons and rights of all men, 
without regard to color, creed or condition. 


THE SPIRIT AND TEACHINGS OF JESUS. 


Resolved, That love to enemies and forgiveness of injuries, good for 


evil, and self-sacrifice, constitute prominent and essential elements in 
the spirit and teachings of Jesus; therefore, the individual, the church 
or state that sanctions war, and preparation for war or death-penalty, 


or the principle and practice of evil for evil, and blood for blood, is not 
‘and cannot be the friend and follower of Christ as he is set forth in the 


New Testament. 
THE CHRIST OF CHRISTENDOM AND THE CHRIST OF CALVARY. 


Resolved, That the Christ of Christendom and the Christ of Calvary 


are in spirit and practice, eternal antagonisms, and the individual or 


church that receives and honors the Christ of Christendom, must of 


necessity reject and despise the Christ of Calvary. 


Resolved, That to imbibe and practice the spirit and teachings of 
Jesus as they are delineated in the New Testament, would abolish ail 


slavery, war and death-penalty, all drunkenness and prostitution, all 


sectionalism and nationalism, and lead to a practical recognition of lib- 


erty, equality and fraternity among men... 
THE BIBLE AS AUTHORITY. 

Resolved, That nothing is true or false, or right or wrong, because 
it is approved or condemned by the Bible; therefore, the Bible should 
never be quoted as authority to prove anything true or false in princi- 
ple, or right or wrong in practice. 

CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS. 

Resolved, That the object of church organizations is to maintain 

and perpetuate the stereotyped ideus of the past, and that no man or 


member of any of them can entertain or propagate any new or pro- 


gressive idea without disturbing the whole body and subjecting 
himself to its injustice and cruelty; therefore, all who would seek 
the true elevation and progress of man, mustin imitation of Jesus 
and all reformers of the past, come out of all churches, and free 


themselves from the fetters imposed by such bodies on freedom of 


thought and speech. 
THE SUPREMACY OF MAN OVER HIS INCIDENTS. 


Resolved, That we recognize the supremacy of man over his inci- 


dents; therefore, we affirm that institutions are for man and not man 
for institutions, and that all religious and political institutions, by 
whomsoever established or however venerated, which cannot exist with- 
out enslaving or killing men, or in any way injuring or desecrating 
their bodies or souls, ought to be at once and forever abolished, 


In the evening, the resolution relating to the Bible was 
specially taken up. 


Mr. Coppine, of Rochester, while disclaiming the authori- 


ty of the Bible asa present rule of faith and practice, yet be- 
lieved it was of superhuman origin, and argued the propriety 
of using fiction and even falsehood for good ends. 


in the education of the race, 
Mr. Woopwortu, of Michigan (formerly a clergyman), held the 
Mosaic writings to have been symbolical, and capable of an in- 


terpretation which will show that they refer to principles rath- 
er than persons, and are a truthful account of the conditions of 


Humanity, rather than histories of individuals, as the common 
translation makes them. 


A. E. Newton repudiated in toto the morality of pious 


frauds, and held that authority, in questions of philosophy and 
religion, is vested only in perceived truth. When a man 
claims the Bible, or any statement in it, to be the authorita- 


tive Word of God, he of course means his understanding of 


the book or the statement. But to-morrow, or next year, he 


may get more light, and understand quite differently its mean-: 


ing. What was the Word of God before to him, is now a 
mistake of his own, and he has virtually a new Word. The 
Bible, therefore, is authority to no man any farther than he 
sees it to contain truth; and the amount of truth he finds in 
it depends upon the degree of the enlightenment and spiritual- 
ization of his own mind. 

Mr. Meacuam, of Fredonia, mentioned the fact that the 
American Bible Union had discovered twenty thousand errors 
in the common version of the Bible, and were about publish- 
ing a corrected translation. 
Word of God? 

Mr. Wricut made some statements relative to the ancient 
method of writing Hebrew, without points, capitals, or distinc- 
tion of sentences, making its meaning oftentimes quite impos- 
sible to determine, and hence the absurdity of regarding any 
translation infallible. Every man’s heart is the mirror in 
which he sees God, and hence every man’s God corresponds to 
the condition of his own heart. He found a revelation of God 
in all the higher intuitions of the human soul, in the sympa- 


thies of life, the sentiment of brotherhood, and the bond of 


conjugal love. 
SECOND DAY. 


H. C. Wricurt offered, and advocated in a characteristic and 
impressive speech, the following: resolves : 
MARRIAGE. 


Resolved, That the only true and natural marriage consists in an 
exclusive conjagal love between one man and one woman. 


PARENTAGE, 


Resolved, That the only true and natural parentage is that which 
results from a relation based upon an exclusive conjugal love between 
one man and one woman, that leads the twain to oneness of heart and 


life. 
THE TRUE HOME. 


Resolved, That the only true and natural home,—the home which 
constitutes the bright ideal of every man and woman, and for which 
each man and woman instinctively longs,—the only home in which hu- 
man beings can be naturally and divinely born and developed,—is that 
which is created by an exclusive conjugal love, in which the chiid may 
be surrounded by the anxious, tender, nursing care of both parents. 

THE BIGHTS OF WOMAN. 

Resolved, That while we recognize woman's perfect equality with 
man as to the right of suffrage, education and property, we believe that 
it is woman’s most sacred, most important and exclusive right to de- 
cide for herself how often and under what circumstances she shall as- 
sume the responsibilities and be subjected to the sufferings of maternity. 

MAN’ GREATEST WRONG TO WOMAN AND TO HIS OFFSPRING. 


‘Resolved, That man can commit no greater outrage against his child, 
and the mother of his child, and against Humanity, than to impose on 
womans maternity whose responsibilities and sufferings she is not pre- 
pared joyfully to accept and endure, and thus subjecting her to the 
horrible necessity of committing the crime of, ante-natal murder, or of 
giving birth to children whose existence is ¥nwelcome and repulsive to 
the mother that bore them. 

ANTE-NATAL BRIGHTS OF CHILDREN. 


Resolved, That children have an inherent right to demand of their 
parents healthy bodies and healthy souls; bodies freed from tendencies 
to scrofula, cancer, consumption, and other diseases; and souls freed 
from tendencies to theft, lying, robbery, murder and drunkenness, in- 
sanity and idiocy. 

Resolved, That children have a right to demand of their parents a 
love origin, a designed existence, and a joyful welcome into life. 


THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARENTS. 


Resolved, That parents alone, and not God, are responsible for the 
existence and healtby or diseased organization and constitutional ten- 
dencies of the bodies and souls of their children. 

Resolved, That parents, and not God, are responsible for all the dis- 
eases, crimes, sufferings, and deaths of children that result from inher- 
ited conditions and tendencies. 
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The false- 
hoods of the Bible he contended were designed for wise ends 


Which will then be the infallible 


PIRITU AL 


WOMAN’S EMPIRE AS A MOTHER. 


Resolved, That woman’s power as a mother over the character and 
destiny of the race is absolute and eternal, and can never be too highly 
estimated and respected; inasmuch as through her organism must come 
whatever goes to make up our bodies and souls previous to birth, and 
as it does soit must be stamped with her physical, intellectual, and 
spiritual eonditions. 

Resolved, That mainly through woman as a mother, the laws of 
health or disease, of life or death, of purity or impurity, of virtue or 
vice, of hapniuess or misery, are written on the body and soul of each 
human being, snd on the health, truth, purity, knowledge and noble- 
ness of the mother must depend the health, nobleness and happiness of 
the child. 

Tuomas Apams. Esq., of Fredonia, submitted the following 
resolves definitive of his views in 

MENTAL AND PSYCHICAL SCIENCE. 

Resolved, That mind, soul, and spirit, are distinct entities, which 
consiitate the inner, real man, and who is the spirit-man, both here 
and hereafter. 

Resolved, That mind, composed of varied faculties, is the only 
structure in the universe endowed with power to evolve thought, the 
sole element of intelligence. 

Resolved, That no structure in nature performs two offices, or two 
structures the same office. Therefore, 

Resolved, That soul and spirit, having other offices to perform, can- 
not think, and hence, are not intelligent. 


Mr. Coppina, entranced, was made to utter some statements 
purporting to come from a circle of a thousand spirits, inclu- 


ding the writers of the Bible, relative to the authorship of 


tuat book, which might be considered as “important if true.” 

Mr. Woopwortu presented his analysis of man’s psychical 
nature, as consisting of soul, mind and spirit—soud being re- 
fined material substance, mind an organization composed of 
spiritual substance capable of thinking, and spirit the force or 
energy which lies back of or within the whole. 

A gentleman inquired what remedy the chairman proposed 
for the evils of marriage. Mr. Wright answered—1st, diffuse 
knowledge on the subject among the young. Parents should 
instruct their children. He drew a picture of the common 
process by which marriagesare “ got up,” and warned against 
haste, selfishness and sensualism. 2d, the higher instincts or 
intuitions must be better cultivated, and they will become safe 
guides, 

Afternoon. 
resolve: 


H. C. Wrienr offered the following additional 


“FREE LOVE.” 


Resolved, That we reject the doctrine of * Free Love’’ as entertained 
and advocated by Abraham, Jacob, David, Solomon; by the ministers 
and churches of Christendom, and hy the God whom they profess to 
worship, as unnatural and monstrous, and tending tothe pollution, 
degradation and ruin of our common Humanity. 


In advocating this, Mr. W. bore hard upon those clergymen, 


churches and editors who hold up ancient polygamists as mod- 
els of wisdom and virtue, and yet declaim with holy wrath 
against modern Spiritualists, whom they falsely charge with 
“free love,” the equivalent of polygamy—thus adding false- 
hood to inconsistency. 

A. E. Newton, in offset to Mr. Wright’s picture of common 
courtships, presented one in which the parties are drawn to- 
gether by the highest and holiest impulses of their natures, 
without disguise or deceptions, finding themselves married by 
an interior and indissoluble bond, and each seeking supremely 
the other’s good. The results of such a God-made union, as 
he knew by happy experience. were the entire reverse of those 
which had been portrayed, consequent upon the misalliances so 
common. He traced the evils in married life mainly to ani- 
malism, selfishness, and an attempt to live in false relations— 
that is, as husband and wife, when intended for no nearer re- 
lationship than that of brother and sister. The cure is to be 
found in greater spirituality, a noble eel nepnete; and true 
living. 

T. S. SueLpon, of Randolph, presented his views of tbe pur- 
poses and tendencies of Spiritualism. He deemed it revolu- 
tionary of present institutions, and aiming to introduce new 
and better. He stated some of the plans of practica! reform 
contemplated by the “ Unionists” at Homeville, Kiantone. 
He referred to the reports in circulation rejative to his ‘ in- 
sanity,” “ waste of property,” etc., and said that after a care- 
ful review of the whole matter, he felt that at present he was 
more sane than at any previous portion of his life, and that he 
bad spent no property for which he had not received an over- 
whelming equivalent in that which was worth infinitely more 
than the treasures of earth. He considered himself a better 
judge of these things than those who were ignorant and misin- 
formed. 

Mr. Coppixe thought the idea of a contract to be in- 
cluded in the marriage relation, and that the resolution ought 
so to express it. 

H. C. Wricur had no objection to parties making any con- 
tract they pleased, but if.no marriage exists before the con- 
tract, none will afterwards. Men and women should pronounce 
themselves husband and wife, besides which a public record of 
the fact is all that is necessary. He believed that sensualism 
gn the part of men was the great cause of the trouble; it was 
this which destroyed the health of wives, and caused the hon- 
eymoon so speedily to go down in a life-long night. 

Evening. Dr. Hamitron, of Rochester, advocated the res- 
olution on Marriage, and earnestly urged all married partners 
to makes themselves lovely as the only way to be loved. 

H. C. Wriaurt spoke feelingly on the resolutions relating to 
Slavery, presenting statistics showing the appalling prevalence 
of legalized prostitution in the slave States. 

Mr. PircuEr discoursed at some length on theological topics. 

THIRD DAY. 


On Sunday the church, and every standing-place about the 
doors, was filled to its utmost capacity by an attentive and or- 
derly audience. 

T. S. Suenpon submitted an address on Human Chemistry, 
in which he discharged a whole broadside of ideas novel and 
startling to conservative minds, We can but hint at their 
direction. He considered man, mentally and spiritually, as 
made up of substances chemically combined, and that it is pos- 
sible so to analyze him and apply the laws of combination as 
to introduce, through the process of generation, and with sci- 
entific certainty, finer and better specimens. Parents must 
first be re-generated, before they are prepared to wisely gene- 
rate, It is possible for advanced minds in finer conditions 
(spirits) to associate,concentrate their psychological powers, and 
by action upon receptive mothers, without miracle, to reproduce 
their present combined characteristics in a human child. In 
this way he thought great minds of the past had been pro- 
duced; and when human chemistry, astrologic influences and 
psychologic powers are better understood, it will be quite as 
possible to introduce into the world astronomers, mathemati- 
cians, poets, artists, metaphysicians, moralists, organizers, and 
better types of humanity generally, as they may be desired, as 
it now is to improve the stock of animals upon the farm. 

GeEorGE TayLor, of No. Collins,—a young farmer, of mod- 


est appearance, yet possessing many of the characteristics of 


m~a 


aaa 
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ANOTHER BOGUS MEDIUM. 

The enemies of Spiritualism have exhibited remarkable fel- 
low-feeling and unusual liberality in contributing to the com- 
fort and support of a class of shallow and unprincipled pre- 
tenders who go about the country ostensibly to expose Spiritu- 
alism, but really to make a shameless exhibition of their own 
folly and knavery. These deceivers are chiefly sustained in 
their swindling operations and encouraged to continue their ne- 
farious practices by those conscientious and pious people who 
are determined that Spiritualism shall be nothing else but a 
cheat and adelusion. They are all ready and quite willing to 
reward such tools of the adversary for every specious falsehood 
that seems to confirm their own stupid assumptions. They 
will avail themselves of any poor pretext for the continuance 
of their unrighteous hostility, and will cover the iniquity of 
the oppozition with such flimsy apologies as either fools or 
knaves are able to furnish for a price. 

We understand that Newark, N. J., has just been visited 
by one of those graceless pretenders to Spiritual Mediumship, 
who “distinguishes himself as Dr. W. L. F. Von VLECK, and 
who advertises—among other things—that he will practice as 
an “Independent Medical Clairvoyant,” at 115 1-2 Grand 
street, New York. Said “ Von Vleck, independent, &c.,” ac- 
companied by one V. M. Bly—who attempts to extract “ the 
secret” from genuine mediums by unblushingly assuring them 
that he is likewise engaged in the business—(meaning the de- 
ception) recently performed their farce of dishonest jugglery 
before several ladies and gentlemen in Newark. The individ- 
ual known by the application of the above-mentioned alphabet- 
ical exhauster, advertised that a committee of gentlemen might 
bind him as securely as possible with fifty feet of cord, and 
that the spirits would then untie him ina dark room. This 
was several times repeated in public, and on each succeeding 
trial “ the Medium” for the opposition demonstrated that he 
is a slippery fellow, by “ shuffling off his mortal coil.” 

The propriety of putting hand-cuffs on the medium (?) and 
of leaving the hypovhetical spirits to release him at their con- 
venience, having been proposed, Von Vleck consented to act 
on the suggestion at a subsequent meeting, and it was there- 


a true orator,—followed in a speech of noble, generous, in- 
spiring, fraternal sentiments, gushing from an earnest, loving 
soul, and prompting to a true and manly life. 
A. E. Newron submitted, with a few words of explanation, 
the following resolves on 
EDUCATION. 


Resolved, That one important requisite of human progress is a true 
education for youth of both sexes. 

Resolved, That a true education includes the due and harmonious 
unfolding and training for the highest use of all the powers and facul- 
ties of the human being, physical, mental, moral, spiritual and relig- 
ious. 

Resolved, That it behoves us as intelligent friends of progress, next 
to all passible efforts to secure such education in our own families, to 
encourage and sustain, as far as practicable, schools and educational 
institutions in the charge of competent persons wherein our idéas of a 
true unfolding may be actualized. 

[At this point an intermission was voted, during which ta- 
bles were extemporized by placing rough boards across the 
pews,—a profusion of substantia! edibles made their appear- 
ance, and the congregation, without reference to their “ good 
and regular standing,” were invited to participate in a genuine 
communion. ] 

Afternoon.—A. E. Newton introduced and advocated the 
following resolves on 


SPIRITUALISM. 

Whereas, It is clearly manifest that the evils and discords which af- 
flict human society, and oppose human progress, have their source in’ 
the preponderance of unregulated desire over the love of right, of use 
and of goud,—or, in other words, an excess of blind animalism, over- 
powe-ing the pure intuitions and dictates of the spiritual man, result- 
ing in ignorance, misdirection, selfishness and every evil work; there- 
fore 

Resolved, That the one sole indispensable requisite of true reform 
and of human progress, is the development of the spiritual or higher 
nature of man to that degree that it shall bring the animal wholly 
into subjection, making the love of right, of use and of good supreme; 
and constituting the whole man a new creature in righteousness and 
true holiness. 

Resolred, That in the modern Spiritualistic movement, as interpret- 
ed by its best exponents—in its tendency to free the mind from bond- 
age,to compel men to think, judge and act for themselves, to give a knowl- 
edge of spiritual realities, to arouse and inspire men to noble and un- 
selfish deeds, to quicken and expand the spiritual, affectional and relig-. 
ious faculties, and thus to promote the growth of the whole man,—we 
recognize & potent instrumentality (and the only adequate one now ope- 
rative in the community) for awakening mankind from the lethargy of 
spiritual death, for the promotion of true and lasting reform, and for 
the uptuilding of a better human society. 

H. C. Wricut followed with an address of great moral 
power, enforcing the doctrines of his resolution on the rights 
of children, responsibilities of parents, woman's empire as a 
wother, etc. 

At the close of this address, Esquire Prrcusr, of Collins, a 
venerable gentleman, widely known and respected as a magis- 
trate, said that before coming to this Convention he had read 
in the papers of H. C. Wright as an advocate of the most foul 
and disgusting doctrines, and he had come with the determina- 
tica of opposing and denouncing him before his fellow-citizens, 
which he thought was his duty as a man and a lover of the public 
weal. But he felt compelled, on the contrary, to stand up and 
express his great satisfaction and unfeigned joy at what he had 
heard from him and other speakers. He was nota Spiritual- 
ist, hut felt obliged to concede that the doctrines taught were 
of the most pure and elevating character. He had been ac- 
customed to hear preaching for seventy years of his life, had 
been a Presbyterian church member for many years, but 
never from the pulpit had he listened to such important 
practical instructions, relative to the most vital duties of 
every day life, as he had heard here. He therefore earnestly 
exhorted his fellow-citizens, as they should go home, not only to 
live out what they had heard but to put the stamp of falsehood 
upon the raisrepresentations and slanders of both press and 
vulpit. He was now satisfied that these were utterly unreli- 
able in their statements respecting Spiritualists and their doc- 
trines; and he advised those who wished to know the truth to 


12th instant, in a private circle composed alike of Spiritual- 
ists and Materialists. If we are rightly informed, there were 
but two Spiritualists present at the trial. The Doctor (?) was 
shackled as proposed, and after being alone for a few moments, 
in a dark room, it was ascertained that he had achieved his 
freedom. Skepticism exhibited great general debility and 
seemed ready to give up the ghost, when one of the party, 
while engaged in feeling about the understanding of the “ inde- 
pendent medical” gentleman, discovered that he had a suspicious 
instrument concealed in his boot, which he finally acknowledged 
had been procured expressly for the occasion, and with which 
he had released himself. We learn that he likewise admitted 
that his whole performance was deceptive ; also that he insist 
ed, in the most resolute manner, that all the mediums for 
physical manifestations are impostors like himself. 


This testimony from the veracious Von Vleck appears to 
have afforded great consolation to those who are especially 
anxious to have Spiritualism put down, while they are not es- 
pecially scrupulous about the means to be employed for that 
purpose. As an evidence of their high appreciation of the 
character and services of their medium, they forthwith Zook up 
a collection among themselves to encourage his heart and to 
help on the business of spiritual counterfeiting. 

In conclusion, we beg permission to suggest—in a friendly 
way—that among the enemies of Spiritualism, there are seve- 
ral who might find it a safe expedient to take lessons of Von 
Vieck in the rope experiment, inasmuch as the time may 
come—should their characters and the penal code remain un- 
changed—when such marvelous skill in slipping a halter may be 
an acquisition of great personal and practial utility. s.pm 


upon decided to make the experiment on Tuesday evening, the - 


subscribe for and read the SPIRITUAL Acs, as he had done. 


This testimony, from such a source, produced, as it ought, a 


profound sensation in the crowded assembly. 


A physician of the place, connected with one of the religious 
sects, asked some questions relative to what was meant by 


“the Christ of Christendom,” which brought out from H. C. 


Wright a most startling and effective portraiture of popular 
Christianity, with its salaried priesthood, gorgeous churches, 
war-making and slavery-justifying, as contrasted with the pre- 
cepts and practices of Jesus of Nazareth. The physician ex- 


claimed, “ If that is Christendom, I don’t belong to it.” 


With an inspiring song from George Taylor, the session 


clused. 


Evening.—Mrs. Starr read Massey’s Stirring poem entitled 


t The People’s Advent.” 
Mr. Tayror, taking as a text Massey’s line, « The time has 


come to preach the Soul,” gave expression to another warm 


gush of manly feeling. 


Miss Hovse of Jamestown, called up the resolution on edu- 


cation, and read the prospectus of the Jamestown Institute, as 
a school adapted to meet the want therein expressed. 


Mrs. PIERCE, of Cattaraugus, made a few remarks on the 


moral power of Spiritualism. 

Mr. Tooury urged Spiritualists to lives of practical good- 
ness. 

A middle-aged gentleman was brought seemingly by a force 
he could not resist, to the platform, and made to give reluc- 
tant testimony to the truth of Spiritualism. 

Mr. Mracuam of Fredonia, thought this meeting, with others 
recently held, gave evidence that the great palpitating heart 
of humanity is deeply stirred, and is crying out for “ More 
Light.” Spiritualism has caused this demand, and will bring 
the supply. 

Mr. Smitu, of Smith’s Mills, formerly a prominent infidel, 
gavea brief statement of the evidences by which he had been 
converted from infidelity to a knowledge of an after-life—which 
we will endeavor to record elsewhere. 

The writer, being called on for some concluding remarks, re- 
minded the audience that none of the resolutions discussed had 
been adopted by vote of the Convention. These were designed 
to be expressive only of the convictions of those who offered 
them. If they met the approval of others,—if the divine 
voice within your own souls responds to them, or any portion 
of them,—live out what you conceive to be true. The most 
effective voting is by a dife true to your convictions. So fur as 
you find truth and good in what has been presented, live them 
out; so far as you find error and evil, let them die, 

. Thus closed one of theemost harmonious, and, for its num- 
bers, effective convocations of the kind we have ever attended. 
It was characterized less by offensive extravagancies of speech, 
or partial, one-sided utterances of truth, than some others have 
been; and that many of the views presented told with mighty 
power upon the minds and consciences of the hearers, was 
plainly evident. “The world will be the better for it,” a.z.N. 


Since the above was in type we have received the New York 
Conference report, to which the reader is referred for Mr. Von 
Vieck’s own statement of the caso. For our own part, we 
find therein not the least justification of his proceedings, nor 
palliation for the scandalous imposition, May all such tricks- 
ters be met with an indignant frown, that shall banish them 
from the presence of honest men till they are heartily ashamed 
of their conduct, and above its repetition under any pretence. 


THE MAGNETOSCOPE. 

The subjoined article is from the columns of the Life Mues- 
trated. Beyond the testimony of that journal we know noth- 
ing of the merits of the instrument described ; but whether or 
not this invention really answers the purpose designed, we 
doubt not an important discovery in this direction awaits the 
human mind. When even inanimate matter is constantly giv- 
ing forth emanations which are detected and measured in force 
by the electrometer and magnet, how much more is it to be 
presumed that the emanations from living beings might be in- 
dicated tungibly to the senses. Of the practical application of 
this priuciple, the results are incalculable. It must open an 
entirely new field in Therapeutics, in the diagnosis of diseases, 
perhaps in mental and psychical science. The change may be 
as great as Las been wrought in natural phi‘osophy by the dis- 
covery of electricity. We may have to wait a year or a gen- 
eration before the idea is perfected—centuries had electrical 
phenomena been observed before Franklin “bottled thunder 
and lightning’—but when the fruit is ripe it will fall from the 
tree of the Infinite into man’s eager and astonished hands. Bat 
to the instrument in question : 

« An English gentleman, who has given much attention to the saub- 


ject of animal maguetism, has contrived a very ingenious instrament 


which he calls the magnetoscope. It serves the purpose of measuring 
the quantity of magnetism or electricity which a given individual is 
capable of imparting, and also determines its quality as relates to sex—~ 
whether male or female. 

It consists essentially of a small piece of sealing-wax, suspended 
within a glass cylinder by a silk thread from.a brass rod. Whenever 
the operstor’s thumb and forefinger are applied to the brass rod, the 
sealing-wax begins to move gently forward and backward, gradually 
increasing in force, and soon changing to a circular motion. But the 
interesting part of the performance is this : “If the operator be a male, 
no matter of what age or condition, the circular motion will be de- 
scribed from right to left, and if a female be the operator, the motion 
will be from left to right. - 

We were present, a few evenings since, at a magnetoscopial exhibition 
by the students of the Hygeio-Therapeutic College in this city. We 
could detect no deception or collusion on the part of any one present; 
indeed thcre did not seem to be either opportunity or occasion for 
either. A gentleman applied his thumb and forefinger to the rod, and 
the sealing-wax soon moved in a circle from right to left. Another 
gentlemen took hold of his other hand, which had the effect to increase 
the force of the motion in the same direction. One of the female stu- 
dents then took hold of the hand of the second gentleman, whereupon 
the current soon changed from left to right. Another gentleman then 
took hold of the lady’s hand, which restored the original motion from 
right to left. Another lady then took the last gentleman by the hand, 
and, presto, the circle was from left to right again. The experiments 
were repeated and varied, but always with the same general resalts. 
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The current was always right or left, according to the sex of the opera- 
tor. Ifany number of persons of both sexes were in connection with 
the instrument by joining hands, the motion waa invariably deter- 
mined by the person farthest from the magnetoscope. 

It has long been claimed—first among the French, we think 
—that phenomena precisely similar to those above described 
could be produced with simply a finger ring and a silk thread. 
Suspend the ring by the silk, of which the other end is to be 
held between the thumb and forefinger, the elbow resting on 
the table. It is said the motions of the ring will be just such 
as ere indicated by the magnetoscope. We have often seen the 
latter experiment tried—sometimes to the satisfaction of the 
experimenter, but never in a manner to convince us that the 


motions were entirely independent of the jar ofa pulse-beat. | 


So we could not be sure that the movement resulted from any 
magnetic impartation. Nevertheless we have faith in the 
principle, and hope to see it successfully carried out. 


Poston and Vicinity. 


[ABSTRACT REPORT BY DR. CHILD. J 


Miss Emma Hardinge at Boston Music Hall. 
Fraipary Evenixa, Oct. 22d. 

The following subject was proposed by a committee of the audience: 
<‘ The equal and impartial justice of God in his dealings with man—the 
unequal and partial distribution of his blessings, as seen in the history 
of men and nations.’? Immediately Miss Hardinge arose and uttered 
in fervent tones an invocation : 

Infinite Father! thy children ask of thee a knowledge of thy ways. 
They ask of thee—are thy ways equal and thy blessings justly distrib- 
uted to thy children? We look abroad upon the earth, and we see 
change stamped upon all things. There is not a thing on which change 
is not wrought—there is not a moment of time in which the process of 
change, in some degree, is not going on. Do we dare to say or think 
that without thy divine justice this work of change goes on? Oh, 
Father, Father! show us this night that tty footprints are visible every- 

* where~in trackless space, in the deep ocean, in the grain of sand, in 
the massive rock, in the barren desert. Teach us that thy perfect jus- 
tice is written in all life—in the little flower, in the giant tree, in tables 
of flesh snd blood—is carved in letters of fire on every human spirit. 

Of the lecture which followed without a moment’s thought or prep- 
aration, our notea convey but an imperfect ides. It was a powerful, 
complete production, in which it would seem hard to discover s fault— 
to criticise or oppose any part of it. She said :—Itis our mission to 
deal with all change, the source of which is progression. We may take 
notes of bubbles that float upon the surface, and conceive of the currents 
in the depths beneath, of the great ocean of life; but not until we know 
something of the soundings can our ships of progression sail safely on. 
As we gaze upon the earth, we perceive ten thousand conditions of life, 
‘and we are apt to say that God’s ways are unequal; but this is not so. 
All natcre proclaims fixed and immutable law—a grand scheme in 

` which there is not the least flaw to be detected—sustained eternally by 
a mighty intelligence. Once advised of the wisdom and power of God, 
the only position that remains to be demonstrated is the Love of the 
Creator. God’s love is commensurate with his wisdom and power— 
then it must be an impossibility that there can be an unequal distri- 
bution of his love—we cannot call it unequal. The heart has moments 
of joy; then we feel that God is good. There are moments, too, while 
agony crushes out all joy, wuen the aroma of deep grief rises in clouds 
and overshadows us and the curse of life seems stamped upon us, and 
the heart cries—-woe, woe. i 

How shall we reconcile this apparent inequality? If we attempt to 
do it by the representation of individual minds, we shall fai. How 
distinct is the idiosyncrasy of every mind—no two are alike—judgment 
varies in every one. It would be in vain to look in the narrow sphere 
of individuals to find the position we seek. In the general whole we 
find it—in the scheme of existence we find God’s impartial dealings 
with men. We perceive harmony in all nature—planets and suns re- 
volve in harmony—starry worlds speak and proclaim God’s wisdom, 
power and love. There is some magnetic power that fills the vast 

. world of space connecting all worlds subservient to his purposes. 
Times and seasons—all vegetable and animal life—all are obedient to 
an unseen planetary influence. If there is a power, the lines of ‘which 
reach through the vast unmessured waves of ether, unimpaired, that 
moves all nature in harmony, think not to disconnect your destiny from 
the chain of immutable laws emanating from a God of perfections. 
There is a connection between the grain of sand and every higher con- 
dition of life, that cannot exist without this influence. Commence 
then with the grain of sand beneath your feet—it is but a disintegrated 
part of the huge rock standing like a memento of eternity, apparently 
bidding defiance to the dashing waves of the ocean forever. It was not 
always there—no, for in liquid form every crustaceous rock once lay. 
Now there stands the rock—-the grain of sand has fled out, working its 
existence tos higher condition, and yet it appears lower. The little 
grain of sand in murmuring whispers says—‘‘ Stretch out thy hand, 
oh, Eternal One, and raise me up tothe larger frock. Where is thy 
distributive justice? The rock is large and I am small.” 

The rain-drop on the flower complaining, asks why it is not a ray of 
sunlight. We hear the sigh of blossoms; they ask why they have not 
locomotion to speed like beast and bird from place to place. The eagle 
asks, too, why it has not a voice to speak like man—why it has not an 
intellect, and is not possessed of the stupendous power that belongs to 
man. Every condition is struggling for a higher. 

So in man, the microcosm of all existence, do we find all these grades 
of condition, from the grain of sand up to the highest forms of being, 
reflected. We see men with natures as stolid as the rock. We see oth- 


ers who are undergoing suffering and toil—it is the fiery purgation | 


which is to melt out their grossness. Ascend a higher pesk and we 
shall see new types; from the flaunting belle symbolized in the butter- 
fiy, up to our sages and philosophers, in whom we shall not find it diffi- 
cult to recognize types of the animal kingdom, after all, denying, as 
they do, spirit-existence and power, and acknowledging nothing which 
is not perceivable by the senses. 

But all these are continually unfolding into higher and higher forms 
of life. In darkness the work goes on; but light will triumph over 
darkness, and we shall some time see the wisdom of all things within 
the human heart. The work of destiny goes on the same—change in 
the various conditions is ever taking place. Every failure, and every 
success, has brought a lesson that was needed. The darkness that 
keeps the wise purposes of God from our view is necessary. The rock, 
the vegetable, the animal—all must work out themselves. Each is use- 
fal; there is no condition that is not valuable. All are necessary— 
from the grain of sand up to the radiant worlds that shine above. The 
past, and the future, too, are necessary to our present. The past is a 
strong hand of necessity, that pushes us; the future is the bright and 
beautiful chain that draws us upward. The experience of the race is 
that of each individual. The hand of God is in the past and the pres- 
ent, and in the life of every individual the same. With the increase of 
knowledge, we trace the long, unbroken line of memory, and learn the 
necessity of all conditions." We see the hand of Divine wisdom, of 
equal justice, in all—even from the lowest dens of infamy to the most 
joyous and happy condition. 

— mM 

Tut MELODEON Lecroges.—The lectures which Miss Hardinge has 
been giving atthe Melodeon. for the last three Sabbaths are becoming 
more and more interesting. The series closes next Sunday when she 
will speak on the Spiritualism of the present day. Without question 
the last discourses will form the climax of the course, the subject being 

_ one into which speaker and hearers cannot but enter with heart and 
soul We advise all who have inquiring and skeptical friends to urge 
their attendance at the Melodeon next Sunday, when they will hear 
the truths of Modern Spiritualism presented in a manner pleasing and 
instructive, at the same time logical and philosophical. 

— 
. Lavxs.—The Ladies’ Harmonial Band hold their first levee for the 
benefit of the poor at Union Hall, on Thursday evening of the present 
week. Should these parties prove as successful as those of last season 
—and how can they be otherwise when these excellent hearted ladies 
have the management—many a pleasant hour will be passed by the 
friends of the Band, and many a poor person’s heart will be rejoiced. 
-_ 

Tae ConrerEexce—It will be seen by the notice in another column 
that conference meetings are to be resumed this week at No. 14 Brom- 
field 8t. An interesting and profitable series of meetings is anticipated. 


TH E 
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Conference at the Lyceum, Clinton Hall, Astor Place, 
Frarpay Evenina, Oct. 22d. 


The question of the last session was continued: 


against the supposition that they are produced by spirits?” 


Dr. Goutp said: The conditions required, in his opinion, depend 
These may be obtained 


much on the character-of the communications. 
from undeveloped spirits on the sole condition of our need. But if we 
seek them fron? spirits occupying high moral planes, passivity, humil- 
ity, sincerity, purity, with a temperate use of intellectual as well as 
physical aliment, are necessary; and lastly, a temperate atmosphere. 
He had observed when the thermometer mounts up to seventy-five or 
eighty, spirit-communications slacken. Some twenty-five years ago he 
was connected with a church, which was so zealous that it resolved to 
have a perpetual revival. It succeeded as long as the weather remained 
cool, but failed under summer heat. In reviewing the history of revi- 
vals, he had concluded that summer ones are generally spurious; and 


! gocordingly if we have any hard jobs to propose to the spirits, it is 


safest to avoid very hot weather. 

As to the philosophy of Spiritualism, he deemed it something more 
than a knowledge of the agents and forces employed by spirits, and 
their mechanical effects on mind and matter. Philosophy being an ex- 
planation of the causes and reasons of things, it follows that every de- 
partment of knowledge isa department of philosophy; and hence to 
understand the philosophy of spirit-commuuications, it is necessary to 
investigate their physical, physiological, metaphysical, ethological and 
theological sides. If he was correct in this, it followed that Dr. Gray, 
in ruling out of order those speakers who do not confine themselves to 
the mechanism and facts of Spiritualism, is incorrect and unparliamen- 
tary. 

To understand the philoscphy of Spiritualism, a marked distinction 
must be preserved between its signs and the things toward which its 
signs point. All psycho-dynamic demonstrations are to be regarded as 
signs appealing to the intellect and natural senses. They notify and 
warn of work to be done, but do not accomplish the work themselves. 
They are the bell-ringers who give the alarm, but not the firemen who 
put out the fire; the grand and overshadowing purpose of spirit-com- 
munication being, in every age, the cultivation and elevation of man’s 
moral faculties. 

Mr. Vox Vieck: One condition necessary, in his opinion, to the re- 
ception of spirit-communications, was a good share of credulity. He 
did not deny that such communications were received, but believed the 
cases rare. He had had a wide acquaintance with mediums. He was 
acquainted with Mr. Conklin, Dr. Redman and Mr. Foster. He had 
seen a good desl of Mr. Conklin’s mediumship. Mr. C. sits with his 
hand on the edge of the table, with nails driven on the other side to 
keep it from slipping. One hundred pounds can thus be raised by the 
hand without. apparent effort. Jn giving tests, the sitter writes several 
names on little slips of paper, which are rolled up into balls, and the 
names are then reproduced by Mr. Conklin. But the speaker knew by 
actual experiment that a name could be read by the motion of the top 
of the pencil. 

A friend of his called on Mr. Foster. The name of a spirit was 
rapped out to him, who, by a little finesse on the part of thesitter, was 
made to give his name as Charles Fogg, brother to the sitter, whose 
first name was declared to be_James. 
brother Charles; neither was his own name James, nor Fogg. His 
true name was Bly. Mr. Bly, furthermore, was desirous of seeing 
spirit-writing in colors, which Mr. Foster undertook to produce. A 
name was to be written on a bit of paper under the table, but Mr. B. 
made a dive for the paper as soon as it was placed there, and found the 
name already written on it. He then asked the privilege of searching 
the medium, when a scene ensued unnecessary to describe. 

Dr. Orron inquired of Mr. Von Vleck if he had not professed to be 
a medium himself. 

Mr. Von Vieck: He had. 

Dr. Orton: Would he be willing to state what occurred at a recent 
circle or exhibition of his at Newark, reports of which had already 
been pu lished in some of the journals. 

Mr. Von ViEck: With pleasure. He went to Newark to give an 
exhibition. The citizens of Newark called it spiritual, and so an- 
nounced it. He gave two of them. At the second one he was engaged 
by Mr. Moore. He did not intend to take Mr. Moore’s money; his ob- 
ject was to deceive them in order to undeceive them. He intended to 
explain the matter on the third evening, but circumstances hastened 
the denouement. On the second evening he met eight individuals at 
the house of Dr. Cleveland. He had felt desirous to give them some 
very extraordinary manifestations, and so had provided himself with 
a key which he thought would unlock almost any pair of shackles. He 
suffered himself to be searched, and then shackled; and on:being left 
alone ina room for about four minutes, he was free. Dr. Cleveland 
concluded to search him again, and discovered in his boot, not the key, 
but another instrument which he employed in his operations. This 
precipitated tie disclosure, and he at once made an explanation. He 
acknowledged that his conduct was wrong, but as several of the promi- 
nent members of the Conference did not believe in evil, he presumed 
they would not judge him severely. 

Dr. ORTON asked Mr. Von Vleck if he had not himself alternated 
between doubt and belief as to the character of many of the manifesta- 
tions made through him. 

Mr. Von Vueck: Yes. He had sometimes believed them spiritual. 
He was frequently unconscious at such times. 

Dr. Orton: What made him unconscious ? 

Mr. Von Vueck: He did not know. Hehad always been a mesmer- 
ic subject, and could induce the state at will. 

Mr. Sata, of Chicago, inquired of Mr. V. V., if he was conscious 
at the time he witnessed some manifestations through him at Waukegan. 

Mr. Von Vieck replied that he was unconscious, but that if spirits 
had anything to do with it, he believed, as in his being unbound, that 
they made use cf his hands. 

Dr. Gray asked if at Waukegan he was conscious of performing a 
trick. 

Mr. Von Vrece answered that he was not. 
the time. : 

Dr. Ontox: He had known Mr. Von Vleck quite intimately and 
must think better of him than: the account he has given of himself 
might seem to warrant. As to Mr. Conklin, many of them had known 
him for years; and he thought such grave questions as to his integrity 
ought not to be raised except on the best of evidence. He had heard 
raps loud and repeated, following in quick succession, and moving to 
different parts of the room, when the mcdium was in bed. He had 
also seen a table lifted clear out of the circle and borne away over their 
heads, without physical contact, into another part of the room, and af- 
terwards brought back and replaced within the circle by the same in- 
visible means. 

Dr. Gray: He had witnessed the same thing on several occasions. 
Though the room was dark, the circumstances were such that there 
could have been no deception. At one of these sittings, a child of Mrs. 
Dr. Hallock, which died at the age of two and a half years, manifested 
itself, and rapped out a particular tune, known only to the mother; 
and at request, placed its hand tangibly on its mother’s. This little 
hand was felt by Dr. Hallock, and subsequently by himself It was 
placed on the back of his hand, and remained there sometime, pressing 
and patting it. The shape and size were distinct to him, and it was a 
little child’s hand. There was no child at that time in the house—cer- 
tainly not in the room. 

Mr. Cores: Spiritualists do not tell all they see. In order to get at 
the truth, it is necessary to inquire into all the particulars. The other 
day he met + friend who was in raptures because his wife in the spirit- 
land had come to him and sat down in his lap; but on inquiry it turned 
out that it was only a medium supposed to have been influenced by the 
spirit of his wife. Mrs. Coan raps out music; but he finally discovered 
that the raps were always the same, and that the sitter fitted them to 
any desirable tune. Mrs. Coan was formerly of the opinion that there 
were no evil spirits, and all her spirits affirmed this, until he showed 
her that her spirits would lie, and after that her spirits thought there 
were evil spirits. iShe used to think there were no inhabitants on other 
planets or suns, and go her spirits declared, until he informed her that 
Davis, Harris, and common sense taught that there were, when her 
spirits changed their tune, and ever after all worlds were full of inhab- 
itants as well as this. 

Mr. Coles continued at some length, criticizing the manifestations 
through Mr. Redman and other mediums, and was followed by an 
English gentleman—whose relations were very interesting; by a gen- 
tleman from the interior of the State, and by Dr. Gould, Mr. Smith 
and Mr. Taylor. J. R. O 


He was unconscious at 


< What are the con- 
ditions and causes of the phenomena, and what are the reasons for and 


“the rest, the whole making excellent music. 


Now the sitter never had a |- 


Compend of fads. - 


How He Was Converted. 


Mr. Smith, of Smith’s Mills, Hanover, N. Y., a prominent businéss- 
man, well known throygh all that region as for many years a promi- 
nent *‘ infidel,’’ stated before the Laona Convention the means by which 
he was converted to a knowledge cf spiritual existence and an after-life. 
Among other proofs he had received were the following: He once invited 
to his own house two mediums for physical demonstrations in the dark. 
He made every preparation for a thorough trial. He not only bound the 
mediums with cords to their seats, but also every other person present, 
connecting all together by cords run through their button-holes, and 
fastening them to the floor by tapes and sealing-wax. He also made 
secure all entrances to the room. On extinguishing the light, musical 
instruments which had been provided began to move about, some of 
them overhead, five being played upon at the same instant, in different 
parts of the room. In addition to these, at his request, a melodeon 
which stood in the room closed up, was played in harmony with 
He was absolutely sure that 
no person in the fiesh could by any possibility have performed these 
things. More than all, the spirit that purported to control would 
speak in an audible voice, seeming to come from the atmosphere above 
the heads of all, and in that way hold long and interesting con- 
versations. At length the spirit said he could talk Dutch, and made some 
remarks in that tongue, which no one present could understand. While 
this was proceeding, a man in Mr. Smith’s employ, who had learned 
Dutch in his childhood, came into the room. He at once entered into 
conversation in that language with the spirit and found that the in- 
telligence could speak Dutch better than himself. Spirit-hands were 
also felt, which would grasp different parts of the body. Mr. Smith 
was himself slapped on the side of his face quite sharply, so as to lead 
him to protest against such violence. The spirit replied that he (Mr. 
S.) had supposed that these things were all imaginary ; it was the de- 
sign to strike him hard enough to convince him that it was reality ! 

After experiencing similar things several nights in succession, Mr. 
S. invited in ten or fifteen of his most intelligent and skeptical neigh- 
bors, when the same phenomena were enacted in their presence, under 
every precaution against the interference of persons in the body. Since 
then, Mr. S. had witnessed things equally marvellous in the light; 
members of his own family had become mediums, and he had been a 
frequent observer of demonstrations that would have been utterly in- 
credible had they not transpired under the cegnizance of his own 
senses. 

He did not blame the world for incredulity in regard to these things, 
nor for considering Spiritualists insane. A few years since he was 
equally incredulous, and should have called any man crazy who should 
have asserted what he now knew to be true. His skepticism in regard 
to the appearance and communication of spiritual beings, and works of 
spiritual’‘power in ancient times, as recorded in the Bible, had been 
overcome. If these things occur now, it was altogether probable that 
that they did anciently. 


- 


An Interesting Case. 
Messrs. Eprrors:—A few weeks since Mrs. Asa Rogers, of this 


. place, one of the most active and useful believers in our faith, left the 


mortal form and passed on to spirit life. A few days subsequent to her 
departure Mrs. Felton and myself spent a few days with Mr. R 
at which time she came and gave him many words of cheer and com- 
fort, saying, ‘If I can aid you, through this medium, (Mrs. F.), I will 
do so when she is away: for I find you, on my return, very much re- 
duced and worn with your constant attendance upon me,” 

We left Hartford for Providence, and after we had been there about 
a week,-one night Mrs. F. was awakened from her sleep and for an 
hour or two was very much distressed, remarking that it was in some 
way connected with Mr. Rogers, as Mrs. Rogers seemed to be near her, 
drawing strength from her to sustain him. 

Two days later—September 10th—as we were sitting with a group 
of friends, Mrs. F. was suddenly thrown into a state of stupor, in which 
state she remained nearly half an hour, when suddenly rousing herself 
she commenced making passes over some unscen person with her eyes 
fixed on vacancy, and seemingly unconscious of all around, which con- 
tinued for some time, when she gradually returned to her normal state, 
remarking, 

«I have been with Mrs. Rogers to see her husband; he has taken 
cold and is not as well. Heis either away from home or has just re- 
turned, as I find him surrounded with new influences. He has just 
escaped passing to the spirit-land. Note the hour—9 1-2 o’clock— 
and write to-morrow, asking him about it.” 

I did so, and found the case to be as stated. Mr. R. had just re- 
turned from a visit to Bridgeport, the former home of his wife—wns 
taken quite ill in the night, and thought he should have died before he 
could have roused any one. This was what so distressed Mrs. F. Two 
days later he retired early, suffering in a similar manner, when at 
about half past nine, to his surprise, he felt a calm, gentle influence 
stealing over him, from the effects of which he quietly sank to sleep, 
and awoke the next morning quite refreshed. The dates were the same 
as we compared them. f 

Skeptics often ask what good can spirit-communion do? Here, I 
think, is an answer. Is it not a cheering thought to the sick and wea- 
ry one to know that those they have loved anG lost are not only around 
to cheer and relieve, if need be, but have the power to communicate 
what they have done through a medium a hundred miles distant ? 

Yours Truly, WILLARD BARNES FELTON. 

Hartford, Oct. 20th, 1858. 

o 
Skepticism at Fault. 
MıLrorD, Oct. 20, 1858. 


Mr. Eprror :—Seeing a call in the AGE a short time since for facts, 
in relation to the general subject of Spiritualism, I thought I would re- 
late a few incidents that recently occurred in our town. Mrs. J. W. 
Currier of Lowell made us a visit about two weeks since, and I will give 
you s brief account of some of the manifestations that I witnessed in 
her presence. 

While she was stopping at my house, two gentlemen called and re- 
quested an interview with her. One of them remarked that he came 
for the purpose of investigating the subject; he was skeptical, but wil- 
ling +o be convinced. The other one said that spirits have nothing to 
do about it, and refused to take a place in the circle. He said we 
might sit around the table and he would sit back and watch the move- 
ments, and explain to us how the thing was done. We accordingly seated 


‘ourselves, and placing our hands on the table, it very soon by raps 


and tipping showed unmistakable signs of intelligence, very much to 
the annoyance of the gentleman who sat back watching the movements. 
« Now,” said he, ‘‘If the legs of the table stood on glass, it would 
take some time for it to get charged and consequently some time before 
it would tip.” 

We accordingly placed the legs of the table on glass tumblers, and 
before we had time to get seated around it, it commenced tipping with- 
out a hand on it. Seeing the tumblers were in danger of being broken, 
he said we had better remove them, as it did not operate just as he ex- 
pected it would. ‘* But,” said he, ‘‘ after you take them out you will 
find it will take some time for thé table to get charged so that it will 
move again.” 

We removed the tumblers and it commenced tipping immediately, 
more powerfully than before. He then placed a compass on the table 
to see if it would be affected by moving it towards the medium. In 
this he failed. The needle remained in the same positiun standing any- 
where on the table. He tried various other experiments, but failed in 
every instance to accomplish what he said he thought hg should. I 
relate this, partly, because I have been informed that the gentleman 
alluded to in the back-ground is about to publish a book in opposition 
to Spiritualism, and the thought occurred to me that he might neglect 
to publish an account of the interview he had with Mrs. C. 

At another time, in company with Mrs. Currier, I have seen stones 
dropped on the floor by some invisible power. On one occasion two 
books were brought from the room adjoining, into the room where we 
were, and dropped on the floor. 

I might go on enumerating many things that occurred while she was 
here that can be accounted for in no other way except through the 
agency of departed human spirits, but will merely say that I received 
some of the best communications from departed friends, through her 
mediumship, that I ever received. They came in such a way and man- 
ner that they were good tests of spirit-presence. Yours, L a.a. 

OO OO 

‘« Bright spirits sustain me in this hour, and Ilong to goto my spir- 
it home!” were the words of a young lady of Stockbridge on the 13th 
inst., as she was about to leave the mortal form. 


A GE 


Various Stems. 


STILL ANOTHER JovRNAL.—Another new paper, devoted to Spiritual- 
ism, is announced to appear next month— The Sunbeam—to be pub- 
lished at Buffalo. 


THEODORE Parker.—We much regret to state that Rev. Theodore 
Parker has been unable to occupy his desk for the last two Sabbaths on 
account of sickness, which, it is feared, will end in consumption, that 
scourge having already carried away other members of his family. 


Rev. Joun Prerront speaks at’ Dodworth’s Hall, New York, next 
Sabbath, making four in all. His houses have been constantly crowd- 
ed, and he has been listened to with great interest by the large audi- 
ences which have flocked to hear him. 


A Keen Crerayman.—Some tavern jokers hailed a clergyman of 
Nashua, N. H., the other day, with a request that he would settle a dis- 
pute among them. 

“ What about?” said he. 

‘* Tell us how old the devil is,” they answered. 

“ Keep your own family records, gentlemen; keep your own rec- 
ords,” said he, and the fellow who had bet that that he could “thead off 
the minister” went in and treated. 

a OO E 

WONDERFUL MENTAL Fear.—Mr. Morphy, the American chess- 
player, has been astonishing ¢he Parisians by repeating his extraordi- 
nary performance of playing eight games with eight separate players 
at one and the same time, without seeing the boards. Mr. Morphy won 
six of the games, and the other two were drawn. The play lasted for 
ten hours, during which time Mr. Morphy never took tke slightest re- 
freshment, and at the conclusion he did not appear to be much fa- 
tigued. 

Š OO Oo 

Tae MIDDLEBOROUGH Suicrpe Case.—A gentleman from Middlebo- 
rough assures us that the postmaster was right as tothe name of the 
person who committed suicide some years ago in that town. It was 
Abner Bourne who hung himself, May 25th, 1806. So the discrepancy 
of names to which we referred remains unaccounted for. Though this 
is in one sense a trifle, yet it has an importance, inasmuch as it is the 
truth we wish to present in these matters. Wedo not design to warp 
any fact to fit our theory. A true theory will cover all genuine facts. 
The statement as published in the AGE last week is all right except in 


this particular. 
a 


CatHotic CEREMONY oF Exoxrcism.—Mrs. Johnson in her ‘* Three 
Years in Jerusalem” says: 


** One of the most absurd of the ceremonies performed in the Church 
of the Nativity is the exorcism of evil spirits! A high ecclesiasticai 
dignitary of the Church of Rome—no less a personage than the Patri- 
arch of Jerusalem—assisted by along retinue of bishops and other 
clergy, in full canonicals, annually perform this solemn mockery, a few 
days before the Latin Christmas—they have two or three Christmases 
at Bethlehem! Some of our party, witnessing this droll mummery, 
could not control their risibles at sight of the curious and violent ges- 
ticulations of these reverendissimos, when they would apparently cor- 
net one of these demons and cast him out of the church. But though 
we had not intentionally offended them, our want of faith in their ex- 
orcising powers nearly cost us a night’s lodging in prison.” 


Rare Torerance.--The liberality and sound sense displayed in this 
extract from the Christian Repository are rare among the sects—the 
more refreshing for their rarity : 

* We hear of divisions in some societies on account of Spiritualism. 
This is wrong. Our advice is, let not Universalists oppose Spiritual- 
ists with anything like harshness. Let us agree to disagree. The 
whole of Spiritualism rests on a single proposition, viz: that our friends 
who have left the body, do, under certain conditions, hold communica- 
tion with those in the flesh. Believing this merely, does not make one 
less a Christian, or lessa Universalist than before. It is a beautiful 
thought, if true. If God, for wise purposes, permits this intercourse, 
let usenjoy it. If, for wise and benevolent purposes, the depart- 
ed 


t Have no part in all that’s done 
Beneath the circuit of the sun,’ 


then, let us wait with patience until our change come.”’ 
+ 


CHURCHIANITY.—See what constitutes a crime in the sight of the 
Church! A week or two since the Right Rev. Bishop Doane, of New 
Jersey, suspended a Rev. Mr. Carden, of his Diocese, for the awful sin 
of inviting a Methodist minister to assist him in administering the com- 
munion. 

Yet, as the Protestant Churchman candidly states, this very Bishop 
is cne who was presented for trial by three of his peers, all of unblem- 
ished and exalted reputation, under charges of grossly immoral conduct, 
dishonesty and drunkenness. His accusers declared publicly that they 
believed him guilty, and stood ready to prove the charges they had 
brought. He shrunk from an investigation, and by desperate wrig- 
ling escaped it. 

This bishop allows one of his own presbyters in a prominent church 
in the largest city of his Diocese, to disgrace the church .by intemper- 
ance and raises no voice of rebuke. But lo! a presbyter of another 
diocese happens for once to enlarge his heart of charity beyond the 
straight jacket of sectarian intolerance, and down comes the hammer of 
interdict on his devoted head. 


: ` 
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PERSONAL AND SPECIAL. 


H. P. Farrrietp will speak in Dover, Vt., on Sunday, Oct. 81st. 
a ge rs 
Mrs. A. M. Hexperson will speak in Foxboro’, Mass., at the Town 
Hall, on Sunday next. 
AEEA SS Oa 
L. J. Parvez will lecture at Newburyport, on Sunday, Oct 31st. 
le oe 
Mrs. CLARK, editress of the Spiritual Clarion, will speak in Clay, 
N. Y., on Sunday, Oct. 31st. 
caua aaas 
Mrs. J. W. Currier, trance-speaker, will answer calls to lecture,in 
any part of New England. She is a clairvoyantand Test MEDIUM. 
Address, until further notice, Lowell, Mass. 
Be E 
Mrs. V. J. BURRELL, trance speaking medium, will answer calls for 
public speaking upon the Sabbath, or at any time desired. Please ad- 
dress, Randolph, Mass. 36—3m 
a NG OOE 
Lecturers or mediums wishing to correspond with the Spiritual Soci- 
ety at Luu‘sville, Ky., will please address ‘* Society of the Friends of 
Progress,” care of John Timmins, cor. Market aud Hancock streets, 


Louisville, Ky. 
rr 


Mrs. Apa L. Coan will be at Concert Hall, Burlington, Nov. 10th 
and llth, and give her wonderful public manifestations. Friends in 
Vermox: who would like to secure Mrs. Coan’s services, will write im- 
mediately to S. B. Nichols, Burlington, Vt. 


eg OEA 
An American girl desires a situation as seamstress in a Spiritualist 
family. Please address Mary J. SUMMERS, through the Boston Post 


Office. 42—5t* 
a 


Ix tHe FieLD Acain.—Lorine Moopy is ready to answer calls to 
lecture on Spiritualism and kindred reforms, on Sundays and week-day 
evenings. Address Boston office of the Spiritual Age. He will also 
take subscriptions to the Spiritual Age and Banner of Light. 

—e 

GEORGE STEARNS, author of ‘*The Mistake of Christendom,” will 
answer calls, in any direction, to lecture on the various Impositions 
of Ecclesiastical Authority, as well as on the Rational Evidence of 
Life after Death, and Prospective Happiness therein. Address, until 
firther notice, West Acton, Mass. 

ee SAE ge ES 

ATHELONE Gum TreeTH.—A new method of constructing artificial 
teeth and gums in one entire piece without crevice or crack for the 
lodgment of impurities. It has been thoroughly tested, and for cheap- 
ness, beauty and cleanliness is superior to all others. Call and see spec- 
imens at 24 1-2 Winter street, Boston. Teeth extracted by electricity 
witkout extra charge. 43 4t Amar Brown, Dental Surgeon. 


THE SPIRITUAL AGE. 


BOSTON AND NEW YORK, OCTOBER 30, 1858, 


Letters Recerven.—A. E. H., A. Morgan, J. B. Fonda, W. Allen, B. F. R, H. 
P. Fairfield, S. Albro, J. Baker, 0. H. Wellington, J. L. D. Otis, C. Southwick, L. A. 
Campbell, D. H. Pallaia, A. Reed, H. P. Osgood, A. L- Drewitz, W. B. Pelton, J. T. 
Hoyt, H. Holmes, S. E. Legate, B. Gillet, F. Goodrich, C. Partridge, H. B. Storer, 
W. H. Pendleton, S. S. Thompson, M. F. Davis, W. W. Comstock, J.C. Bil, B. 0. 
Boynton, J. K. Milnor, W. Green, Jr., D. C. M’Kellip, O. Barnes, J. Westcott, 8. M. 
Burdick, G. Hathaway, A. Bartholomew, S. §. Williams, “An Outsider.” B. A. 
Sweet, D. Jackman, J. Smith, A. Winchester, E. Dunbar, J. Booth, E. Edmonson, 
J. 8. Rhea, N. K. Sargent. 


Announcements. 


Lectures on Spiritualism. . 
The following are among the topics for the discussion of which the 
subscriber offers his services to the public: 
1. Objections against Spiritualism by believers in the Bible. 
2. Spiritualism defined and proved from the Bible to baye” existed 
during the first 4000 years of the world’s history. 
3. Modern Spiritualism a revival of Primitive Christianity. 
4. The Philosophy of communion with disembodied spirits. 
5. The Uses of Spiritualism. 
6. The Abuses of Spiritualism. 
7. False and injurious views of the Bible. 
8. Inspiration, general. 
9. Human reason the ultimate authority in matters of faith and 
practice. 
10. God, Man, and the Devil. 
11. Philosophy of Religious Revivals. 
12. Spiritual growth. 
13. Our enemies our advocates. 
Lectures on the above topics will be furnished singly or in courses of 
five and six lectures each. Address, office of Spiritual Age, 
443m Jous Hosarr. 
a ge 
H. B. Srorer, Iuspirational Medium, will fill engagements to lecture 
at the following times and places:—At Providence, R. L, on Sunday, 
Oct. 31st; Manchester, Ct., Nov. 7th; Worcester, Mass., Nov. 14th; 
Lowell, Mass., Nov. 21st and 28th; Willimantic, Ct., Dec. 5th; Man- 
chester, Ct., Dec. 12th. Friends in the vicinity of the above-named 
places who may desire his services, ate requested to address him at 
either of the above towns at which he is to be next after their letters 
are written. Early application should be made, that there may be no 


loss of time. 
ee 


Mrs. Fannie Burpanxk FELTON will lecture in Hartford, Ct, Sunday, 


` Oct. 31st; Willimantic, Nov. 7th and 14th; and in Norwich, Ct, Nov. 


21st and 28th, and Dec. 5th and 12th. Those wishing weck evening 
lectures can address Willard Barnes Felton at either place. Address 
until Nov. Ist, Hartford, Ct. - 
DEAE S 

Miss Exxa HarDINGE will lecture in Portland, Me., the first two Sun- 
days in November; in Montreal and Philadelphia the last two. Miss Har- 
dinge will spend the month of December in St. Louis, and will be happy to 
receive applications from western cities for February and March. Ad- 
dress during October to the care of Dr. Gardner, Fountain House, Bos- 
ton, Mass.; during November to 194 Grand street, New York, and du- 
ng December to the care of A. Miltenberger, Esq., St. Louia, Mo. 


GEORGE ATKINS, trance-speaking and healing medium, will lecture 
Sandwich, Nov. 7th; Barnstable, Nov. 10th; Yarmouth, Nov. 12th; 
Hyannis, Nov. 14th; Harwich, Nov. 21st. He will continue on to 
Provincetown, lecturing and sttending to the sick in any place where 
his services are desired, between, and also after, these dates. Address, 
Webster, Mass. He will act as agent for the Spiritual Age. 


MEETINGS IN BOSTON. 

CONFERENCE at 14 BROMFIELD SrrEet.—A number of gentlemen 
have united their efforts to sustain a Conference at this place every 
Wednesday evening, for the purpose of presenting and considering in- 
teresting facts pertaining to Spiritualism. Admission will befree. All 
who are interested in the subject of Spiritualism are invited to attend. 
Question for next Wednesday evening—‘‘ Is anything wrong P’ 

Miss ExĮma HARDINGE will speak in the lecture room of the Music 
Hall, on Friday evening, Oct. 22d, at 7 1-2 o’clock. 

Miss Eanita HARDINGE will speak at the Melodeon, on Sunday next, 


“at 3 and 7 1-2 o’clock, P. M. 


Meetincs at No. 14 Bromrretp Sraeet.—A CIRCLE for trance- 
speaking, &c., is held every Sunday morning, at 10 1-2 o'clock. Ad- 
mission 5 cents. 

D. F. Gopparp lectures Sunday afternoon at No. 14 Bromfield street, 
at 3 o’clock. Admission free. 


THE DUAL COMMERCE ASSOCIATION. 


Tne Dra, COMMERCE ASSOCIATION was organized during the past summer in order 
to introduce and actualize a new method of commerce purposed to supersede the old 
forms. 

A central depot has been established at No. 3 Hotel Pelham, corner of Boylston and 
Tremont streets, with branches in Ward 1, corner North Bennett and Salem streets; 
Ward 5, No. 99 Cambridge street; Ward 8, No. 25 Hudson street. 

From these stations are sold the various articles of daily family consumption, at 
prices quite below the average market rates, and of qualities that are insured “ stan- 
dard.” These various products are obtained directly from the best manufacturers and 
producers. It is proposed through this method to build up a large connexion, and te 
tax upon the cost of the article sold only a sufficient amount to pay the cost of dis- 
tribution. 

An estimate, which includes the items of interest, loss by bad debts, rents and liv- 
ing expenses, proves that each grocery and provision store is an expense to the public 
of $2250 each more than it would cost to distribute the same products for cash 
through the dual commerce stations. Atthe same time much hetter qualities may be 
secured to the consumers. 

Those who have undertaken to accomplish this work, seek and solicit the aid and 
co-operation of al? persons who have at heart a reform of action. 

Manufacturers and Farmers, by producing the best qualities of such articles as 
they are engaged upon, may send them to our central depot and establish a lasting 
connexion with parties who stand before the public simply as trustees to take proper 
care of whatever may be entrusted to their keeping. 

Consumers, by giving preference to these stations where to expend their money, in 
each dollar they invest will assist to centralize or concentrate the means through 
which only a marked reform can be accomplished. 

Willing hearts and able heads may also here find for themselves positions where they 
can assist to carry on a great work, if they will but take hold of it as we have, with 
ungloved hands, and without care or anxiety as to what the morrow may bring forth. 

We invite those who are interested to call upon us at No. 3 Hotel Pe‘ham, or to ad- 
dress by maıl “ The Secretary of the Dual-Commerce Association, 3 Hotcl Peiham.” 


MAIN STREET HOUSE, MONTPELIER, VT. 
Has just been opened by Joux Nesnirt. The public will be entertained at as rea- 
sonable rates as any in the neighborhood. 4 


MEDIUMS IN BOSTON. 

J. V. MANSFIELD, Međium for answering Sealed Letters, may be addressed at 
No. 3 Winter street, Boston (over G. Turnbull & Co.’s dry goods store). 

Terus—Mr. M. devotes his whole time to this business, and charges a fee of $2 
and four postage stamps to pay return postage, for his efforts to obtain an easwer, bu 
does not guarantee an answer for this sum. 7 

Persons who wish a guarantee will receive an answer to their letters, or the letter 
and money will be returned in thirty days from its reception. Charge for 
guarantee, $3. 

No letters will receive attention unless accompanied with the proper fee. 

Mr. Mansfield will receive visitors at his office on Mondays, Wednesdays and Bat- 
urdays. Persons are requested not to call on other days. sor 

Mrs. S. S. RUSSELL, Test Medium—Residence, B street, South Boston—next door 
to Universalist Church, cor. of Broadway. Hours from 9 AMto9 PM. The sick 
examined and evening circles attended. Charge satisfactory. 

Miss M. MUNSON No. 13 Lagrange Place, Boston. u 
Mrs. WATERMAN, Healing Medium by laying on of hands, and Miss WATER 
MAN, Trance and Test Medium, 32 Carver street. Hours, 9 to 12 and 3 to 9. 

Terms 50 cents per sitting. t50* 

Mrs. L. B. SMITH, No. 43 Eliot street, a successful Healing Medium. prepares med- 
icines adapted to every case. Also, Writing Medium, and Spirit-Seer. Physiognomi- 
cal and Phrenological examinations by spirit-impression. Circles, Tuesday and Fri- 
day evenings. 

Mrs. DICKINSON, No. 13 Lagrange Place, Seer, Healing and Trance Medium, gives 
communications concerning the Past, Present and Future. 

Miss R. T. AMEDY, 32 Alen street, Boston, Trance Speaking Medium, will answer 
calls for speaking on the Sabbath and at any other time the friends may desire. Ad 
dress her at 32 Allen street, Boston. gy She will also attend funerals. ` 

Mrs. R. H. BURT, Writing and Trance Medium, 241-2 Winter’ street—Room 13. 
Hours from 10 to 1, and from 2 to 7. 7 . 3- 

Mrs. KNIGHT, Writing Medium, 15 Montgomery place, up one flight of stan 
door No. 4. Hours 9to land 2to5: Terms 60 cents a seance. 

Mrs. BEAN, Rapping, Writing and Trance Medium. Hours from 9 to 1 A.M 
for Medical Examinations, and 2to 5 and Tto9 P. M. for Manifestations, at No. 30 
Eliot street. 

In Maxcurstzr, N. H.—H. C. CosurN, Healing Medium, 8 Elm St. Will als 
receive calls to lecture In trance. 37—10 


Iuteresting Miscellany. 


ENTERING HEAVEN. 
BY. T. S. ARTHUR. 


“The gates of Heaven have swung open, and another soul has 
entered its shining courts,” said the preacher, as he stood, 
with uncovered head, by the coffin of one whose mortal history 
was closed. 

As I left the graveyard, an old man of mild aspect, walked 
by my side. 

“ Did you know Mr. 
ceased. 

“ As a neighbor, but not intimately,” was my reply. 

« I knew him very well,” said one who walked with us, 

“The preacher spoke of him as having entered Heaven,” the 
old man quietly remarked. 

“ He died calmly and in Christian hope, putting his trust in 
his Redeemer,” said the other. “I was with him in his last 
moments, and his end was peace. If he has not gone to Heav- 
en, there are not many of us who can look foward with confi- 
dence.” 

«© We must enter Heaven while living upon the earth,” said 
the old man, in answer to this, speaking gravely, “or the doors 
will be forever shut against us. We must be, as to our spirits, 
in the society of angels here, or we cannot be in association 
with them hereafter.” l 

« How can we be in Heaven and upon earth at the same 
time ?” queried the one who had spoken of my neighbor’s 
peaceful end; “for one is spiritual and the other natural.” 

“To be spiritual-minded is to be in Heaven; and this we 
may be, while, as to the natural body, we are still upon the 
earth, Was our friend spiritual-minded ?” 

The old man turned to our companion, and awaited his an- 
swer. i 

« He did not talk much of religion as a general thing; but 
he was a regular church-goer.” 

“ That signifies little,” was replied. 

“ He was as good as other men; better in many things, I. 
should think—though notin any way distinguished for piety. 
He was not one of your talking professors. But those who 
knew him best, valued him most. His peaceful end assures 
me that he is safe.” 

« The life, not the death, gives genuine assurance,” said the 
old man. “ With rare exceptions, all men die peacefully— 
the evil and the good. As the time of departure draws near, 
the soul sinks into tranquil states, and thoughts of life, not 
death, hold it away from depressing influences. There is a 
wise as well as a merciful Providence in this. But you say 
that those who knew him best valued him most ?” 

“Yes.” 

“ Valued him for what?” 

« For his kindness of heart, his benevolence, his truth and 
honesty. Why, Sir, that man would have suffered his right 
arm to be taken off, rather than swerve from his integrity.”’ 

“« Was he proud of his honest fame? Did he boast of it and 
compare himself with other men?” 

“No, Sir. He was not one who thought much of himself, 
or took merit fora good deed. I think the poor will miss 
him, and weak ones sigh for the sustaining hand that is now 
cold in death. Ah! Sir, he wasa good man. But I don’t 
think he could be called spiritual-minded.” 


«A good man and a true man, and yet not spiritual-mind- 
ed!” There wasa look of surprise in the old man’s face. 
“ Are not goodness and truth spiritual in their nature? And 
does not their reception into any mind determine its qual- 
ity ?” 

« You may be right in your conclusions,” said the other. 
‘‘T have not been in the habit of viewing things just in your 
way. But I am very sure that our friend has gone to Heav- 
en.” 

« He has gone among those who are like him, and with 
whom he was in conjunction as to his spirit, while he yet lived 
in the world,” the old man answered: ‘ He could not live in 
eternal association with the spirits of angels, the movement of 
whose lives was not in harmony with his own. If he wasa 
lover of truth; if he was kind, benevolent, thoughtful of others, 
and faithful in all his acts, he has passed upwards into the 
heavenly companionship of the good; but if he was selfish, 
cruel, exacting, faithless in his life, no tranquil death-hour has 
made him a fit companion of angels, and he will go unto his 


?” he asked, referring to the de- 


own. Revelation affirms this, and reason assents to no other 
conclusion. It is a doctrine that sweeps away fallacious hopes, 


- and leaves to none the dangerous, if not always tatal, experi- 


ment of a death-bed repentance.” 

We paused, for our ways diverged. 

‘Tf all were of your doctrine,” said I, “men would take 
more heed to their ways. ‘here are few who do not hope to 
reach Heaven at last. They trust to some good deed that will 
not involve any hard denial of self, or some cheap act of faith 
to crowd them through the gate, thinking that if they once get 
in, they will be all right for eternity. But this idea of a 
heavenly quality being formed in the soul before any one can 
enter Heaven, is rather a hard saying for most men. 
extinguisher of hope for the evil-minded.” 

«There is no other way,” was answered, ‘ We must enter 
through the straight gate of self-denial—and it will be found 
very ` straight to most people. If we fail to do this, and seek 


It is an 
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to climb up some other way, the consequences of our folly will 
be with us forever.” 

And as the old man said this, we turned from him, ponder- 
ing his words in our heart. 

a E e 
The Sting of Death. 

In a biographical notice, giving an account of the last days 
of a good man who was distinguished for his serene and lofty 
faith, he is reported as saying, 

« I appear to suffer but I do not. It seems as if some an 
gel were standing by me, he bearing all the pain, and this poor 
body of mine only exbibiting the outward signs of it.” 

A striking instance of the same kind occurred not Jong since 
within our own knowledge. A lady of exalted piety was suf- 
fering from protracted and fatal sickness, and at certain inter- 
vals there came on spasms and convulsions, giving externally 
all the symptoms of intolerable agony. nce, when these 
spasms were evidently coming on, and her friends were bend- 
ing over her with anxious faces, she looked tip with a sweet 
and tranquil smile, and said, - 

“Do not be troubled about me. You think I suffer ex- 
tremely; but I do not. I know not how it is, but somehow, 
when these convulsions come, there comes with them a sense of 
the Divine presence, an inward power, that takes upon itself 
the burden of my sufferings, and these ‘Spasms are only in ap- 
pearance. f 7 


T H E 


SPIRITUAL 


MEDICAL ABSURDITIES. 


If any of our readers imagine that physicians three hundred 
years ago used to practice medicine as we do now, they are 
mistaken. We are able to furnish a curious list of. medical 
„absurdities, which will be read with interest. We copy from 
Ritto, which will show that all the wisdom did not perish with 
the ancients. 


“ Most of the practices as to applications of animal simples, 
which, where found in use among our peasantry, are cited, un- 
der such headings as " Folk-Lore,” as rural superstitions, are 
often little other than remnants of ancient and legitimate med- 
ical practice. 

“The point is curious; and in proof of it we might quote 
largely trom a work bearing date of 1664, which sets forth the 
medical uses of most animals, citing ancient and medical au- 
thorities for most of the statements—including Jewish med- 
ical writers. We wish our space allowed quotation from 
this book; but can only give a sample or two. The first ar- 
ticle is *‘ Ape,’—in which, among other things, we are told ‘an 
ape eaten by a lion cureth his diseases’—a fact we most po- 
tently believe, having often noted a lion to seem greatly re- 
freshed after demolishing an ape. Under ‘ Asse’ we are told, 
among other delectable matter, that ‘a little of the water being 
drunke, of which the cow or asse hath drunke, doth effectually 
help the headache.’ ‘The dryed brain of an asse, being drunke 
daily in water and honey, helpeth the epilepsie in 30 daies.’ 
‘The heart of a black male asse, being eaten with bread, help- 
eth the falling sicknesse.’—‘ The gall doth asswage the signes 
of abscesses.. —' The flesh helpeth against the paine of the 
back-bone and hipps. The marrow anointed cureth the gout, 
and easeth the paine. The ashes of the hoofs burned, help the 
falling sicknesse. The dung mixed with the yolk of an egge, 
and applied to the forehead, stoppeth the flux of blood, and 
with a bull’s gall, curleth the haire? Of the mouse it is said, 
—' The flesh causeth oblivion. A mouse dissected and ap- 
plied, draweth out reeds, darts, and other things that stick in 
the flesh. Being eaten by children, when roasted, they dry 
up their spittle. The water in which they have been boiled 
helpeth against the quinsey. The ashes, with honey, used ten 
The head worne in a cloth, helpeth the 

The liver, roasted in the new of the 
moon, trieth the epilepsie. The brain being steeped in wine 
and applied to the forehead, helpeth the headache. The gall, 
with vinegar, dropped into the eare, bringeth out live creatures 
into the eare. The dung, given in any liquor, helpeth the 
cholic,’ and is further stated to be good as are other of its 
parts and products, for a variety of other uses, which must 
have rendered this little creature formerly of much more es- 


dayes, clear the eyes. 
headache and epilepsie. 


timation in public opinion than it now bears.” 


FLORENTINE LEGEND. 

Two Florentine lovers, who had been attached to each 
other almost from childhood, made a vow of eternal fidelity. 
Mina was the name of the lady, her husband’s is not material. 
They parted. He had been for some time absent with his reg- 
iment, when, as his disconsolate lady was sitting alone in her 
chamber, she distinctly heard the well-known sound of his 
footsteps, and starting up, beheld, not her husband, but his 
spectre, with a deep wound across his forehead, entering. 

She swooned with horror; when she recovered, the ghost 
told her that in future his visits should be announced by a 
passing bell, and these words distinctly whispered, “ Mina, I 
am here!’ Their interviews now became frequent till the 
woman fancied herself as much in love with the ghost as she 
had been with the man. But it was soon to prove other- 
wise. 

One fatal night she went to a ball—what business had she 
there? She danced too; and what was worse, her partner 
was a young Florentine, so much the counterpart of her lover 
that she became estranged from his ghost. Whilst the young 
gallant conducted her in a waltz, and her ear drank in the 
music of his voice and words, a passing bell tolled! She had 
been accustomed to the sound till it hardly excited her atten- 
tion, and now, lost in the attraction of her fascinating partner, 
she heard but regarded it not. A second peal! She lis- 
tened not to its warning. A third time the bell, with its deep 
and iron tongue, startled the assembled company and silenced 
the music! Mina then turned her eyes from her partner, and 
saw reflected in the mirror a form, a spectre; it was her hus- 
band. He was standing between her and the young Floren- 
tine, and whispered in a solemn and melancholy tone the ac- 
customed accents, “ Mina I am here!” She instantly fell 
dead. 


Visible Angels. 

“ There is one angel that thou may’st remember about thy 
cradle singing low sweet songs to thee. Nay, at that angel’s 
knee didst thou, grown older, lisp thy first prayer; and now 
that angel whispers to thy heart, ‘This is well,’ or ‘ This is 
ill done?’ Men call it conscience, but when that angel walked 
visibly on earth, the baby lips used to call it : Mother.’ 

And there are yet other angels who guard thy steps through 
life—some visible, of this world—some invisible, of the other 
world ; and one thou callest ‘Father ;’ others ‘sisters,’ < breth- 
ren,’ ‘ friends’—all angels. 

And behold there is still another angel, with clear, earnest, 
soft eyes, and long dark locks, that make a calm night around 
your brow, when that angel bends over you to kiss you; and 
a sweet low voice, and a fairy form and step, so light that 
you know she flies sometimes—she cannot walk so swiftly. 

And that angel’s voice is sweeter even than the voice of 
conscience. And she is a visibie angel, and sometimes thou 
callest it ‘ Love’-—but in thy later years it hath a dearer name 
—the dearest name on earth—‘ wife,’"—and that angel ever 
dwelleth near thee and blesseth thee. But that dearest angel 
is the light and blessing of thy life; and in thy youth thou 
dreamest that forget-me-nots first blossomed at her feet; but 
afterwards, in thy later thoughts, she is crowned with pansies. 
And when thou kneelest down thou prayest God—oh! how 
earnestly—that that angel may tarry long with thee on earth; 
that no fault of thine may cause that she fude away, and leave 
thee for that brighter home in Heaven, from which thou know- 
est so well she came down to be the life of thy life. So pray 
forever, and long may thine angel abide with thee.” 

——————_—_— + o-_____— 

NEITHER SCHOOLS NOR Newpspapers.-—Sir William Berkeley, 
one of the early Governors of Virginia, in 1671 wrote to King 
Charles II.: «I thank God there are no free schools nor 
printing-presses here, and I trust there will not be this hun- 
dred years, for learning breeds up heresies and sects and all 


abominations. God save us from both.” 


Difficulties are God’s errands. When we are sent upon 
them we should esteem it a proof of God’s confidence. 


So 


He’s armed without that’s innocence within. 


For the Spiritual Age. 
THE SECOND LIFE. 
AN IMPROMPTU. 
[Written through the mediumship of a lady of New Bedford.) 
: I slept and dreamed; and lo! an angel bright 
Came to me clothed in robes of glorious light; 
The name of Love was written on her brow, 
And sweetest musio from her lips did flow. 
‘ Come mortal, come,” she said; ‘* there’s darkness here}; 
Come and I’ll lead thee to a brighter sphere, 
Where dreary night comes not, nor weary pain, 
Nor darksome clouds, nor stormy winter’s rain; 
Seest thou yon star? °T will guide us to that home— 
The path is strewn with flowers where angels roam.”” 
My spirit then seemed floating through the air, 
And there was light aud music everywhere. 
My angel Love still lingered by my side, 
Her arm of glory ’round me, to support and guide. 


Our path seemed by rich meadows, and the green 
Was brighter than by mortal ever seen; 

And fountains, too, where each drop seemed a gem, 
Each tiny spray a sparkling diadem; 

And bowers of roses often met our view, 

And fragrance-laden flowers of every hue; 

And birds of plumage bright on every tree 

Poured forth their notes of sweetest melody. 

Ali was £0 peaceful, calm, and yet so bright, 

It filled my senses with a strange delight; 

And while I gazed and wondered at the scene, ` 
A band of spirits came with garlands green 

And o’er my brow s wreath of roses threw, 

And welcomed to their home a spirit new,— 

And then they chanted; some played harps of gold; 
And o’er me then a fibod of rapture rolled, 

I knew that earth such bliss had never given— 
That I had gone from earth and dwelt in heaven. 


I then went on, my angel by my side 

To brigher spheres my happy soul to guide. 

Each one was bright, and yet they brighter grew, 
And in each sphere I still found something new! 
Bekold,’’ the spirit said, ‘* yon happy band 

With crowns of shining gold and harps in hand; 
Those were the poor of earth, whose souls were riven 
By sorrow there—theirs is the rest of Heaven. 
Forgotten is their grief, their trials o’er, 

They bathe in love on this eternal shore; 

And those who tore their hearts upon the earth, 
Are those they welcome at the spirit-birth.”’ 


es And where is God?’’ I asked; ‘* is He not here? 
I thought to find him in some heavenly sphere.’’ 


She pointed up, my spirit-angel, Love; 

And whispered, ‘‘ He’s in all things and above; 
He watches over earth and spirit-land, 

And holds all things within His mighty hand; 

He sent me unto all to fill their hearts with peace; 
I guide their spirits here, my labors never cease. 
My work, commenced on earth, is finished here, 
And upward is my way from sphere to sphere; 
Yet will I work till all are gathered home, 

Until the lamb and lion side by side shall roam— 
Until united all, a heavenly throng, 

God’s praise shall be the one theme of our song.” 


——_—_+ oe —___————— 3 


ALL’S FOR THE BEST! 
« All’s for the best! Be sanguine and cheerful; 

Trouble and sorrow are but friends in disguise; 

Nothing but folly goes faithless and fearful; 
Courage forever is happy and wise; 

Alls for the best—if a man could but know it; 
Providence wishes us all to be blest; 

This is no dream of a pundit or poet; 
Heaven is gracious, and—All’s for the best!’” 


omm 


Words are but the bannerets of an army, a few bits of wa- 
ving color here and there; thoughts are the main body of the 
footmen that march unseen below. 

eS 


«c And he that shuts Love out, in turn shall be 
Shut out from Love, and on her threshold lie, 
Howling in outer darkness. Not for this 
Was common clay taken from the common earth; 
Moulded by God, and tempered with the tears 
Of angels to the perfect shape of man.’’ 


All noblest things are religious. Not stripes and martyr- 
doms only, but the best books, pictures, poetry, statuary, mu- 
sic. 


PROSPECTUS. 


THE SPIRITUAL AGE: 


DEVOTED To RATIONAL SPIRITUALISM AND PRACTICAL REFORM. 


THE NEW ENGLAND SPIRITUALIST AND BRITTAN’S (NEW YORK) 
SPIRITUAL AGE UNITED, 


A. E. NEWTON and 5. B. BRITTAN, Editors, 
L. B. MONROE, Associate Editor and Business Agent. 


The Spiritual Age will be published every Saturday, ina large and elegant folio 
sheet, at $2 per annum, invariably in advance. One Dollar will be received for six 
To clubs, five copies for $8; ten copies for $15; to Boston subscribers, when 
Specimen numbers forwarded free to any part of the world. 


months. 
served by carrier, $2.25. 

The Spiritual Age will be, as heretofore, mainly devoted to the elucidation of the 
nature, laws, relations and functions of Man; the mysterious capabilities of departed 
human spirits; together with a rational philosophy of Spiritualism, both with respect 
to its essential principles and phenomenal illustrations; and it will be one of its cardi 
nal objects to reduce the accumulated spiritual elements toa more scientific and de 
monstrative form. 

It is believed that the combination of talent and concentration of patronage secured 
by this union will enable the publishers to present a paper which will at once take a 
leading position in the ranks of progressive journalism, and which, as an exponent of 
the Philosophy and Practical Uses of the Grand Spiritual Reformation now in progress, 
will be second to no other publication in the world. 

Principal Office of Publication, NO. 14 BROMFIELD STREET, Bosrox. 

New York Office at Munson’s Book-store, 5 Great Jones street 


Address SPIRITUAL AGE, 14 Bromfield street Boston. 


Single copies of the Ace may be procured of 


Bela Marsh, 14 Bromfield street, Boston. S. F. Hoyt, 3 First street,and Union Depos, 
Federhen & Co., 9 Court street, $ Troy, N. Y. 

A. Williams & Co., 100 Washington st., ¢& A Hutchinson, 160 Vine st., Cincinnati, O. 
John J. Dyer & Co., 35 School street, * 5S. W. Pease & Co., “ 

S. T. Munson, 5 Great Jones st., New York. Woodward & Co., cor. 4th and Chestnut 
A. S. Taylor, 239 Third Avenue. s sts., St. Louis, Mo. 

Dexter & Brother. $ IH. Taylor, Sun Building, Baltimore. 

E. S. McDonald, 78 Central Street, Lowell F. McBride, Post Office, Charlestown, Mass 


Philip Teare, Woburn, Mass. H. F Williamson, Lake City, Minn. 
E.S. Ayres, Portland, Me. R. O.. Old, Elgin, It. 

A. Rose, Hartford, Conn. Geo. Judson, New Haven, Conn. 

S. W. Shaw Providence. Alfred Munroe, New Orleans, La. 
Barry & Henck, 836 Race st., Philadelphia. H.H. Waldo, Rockford, IN. 

J.S. Randall. Norwich, N. Y. L. Bache, Wellsboro’, Pa 


“ WHENCE THIS SPIRITUALISM?’ 


The New Englander, the most conservative and able of the American literary 
standards, in the course of a protracted article on Spiritualism, puts the above inquiry 
The obvious implication is, that epiritual phenomena evince an intelligence not visible 
and yet reliable. For a perfectly candid and reliable exhibit of these phenomena, 
visit 5 Great Jones street, New York. You will ascertain that the so-called “dead” 
and “departed” still interest themselves in the welfare of their friends, and still can 
make themselves intelligible to you. Hours, 9 to 6 private, and from 7 1-2 to 10 P M, i 
Tuesday and Thursday, public. Cuas. H. Foster, Medium, “ Central Spiritual Pub- | 
lishing Establishment.” 42—tf 


BOARD IN THE CITY 


At18 and 20 Lagrange Place. Itis the aim of the proprietor to combine the com 
forts of ahome with the independence enjoyed at a hotel, avoiding the annoyances 
complained of in private houses—poor bread, bad butter, &c. Persons of sedentary 
habits will here always find the varieties of bread which they require. Baths, 
with a constant supply of warm water on each floor, for the use of guests. Terms 
$3.50 and upwards per week. Transient board $1 per day. 42—tf 
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MES, METTLER‘*S MEDICINES. 

All these remedies are compounded according to Mrs. Mettler’s directions, given 
while in a state of Clairvoyance, and are purely vegetable, and perfectly safe under 
all circumstances. x i 

Mrs. Mettler’s Restorative Syrup.—For an impure state of the blood, derange 
ment of the Secrctions, Bilious Obstructions, Unequal Circulation, Slck and Nervous 
Headache, Inactivity of the Liver, Constipation of the Bowels, Irritation of the Mu- 
cuous Membrane, ctc. Price per bottle, $1. 

Mrs Mettler’s Dysentery Cordial.—A Stomach and Bowel Corrector. Price per 
bo:tie, 60 cents. 

Mrs. Mettler’s Celebrated Elixir.—¥or Cholera, Colic Pains, Cramps of the 
Stomach and Bowels, Rheumatic and Neuralgic Pains,’ Bilious Stomach, Fever and 
Ague, and internal injuries. Price per bottle, 50 cents. 

Mrs Mettler’s Neutralizing Mixrture.—For Bilious Obstructions, Acidity of the 
Stomach, Dyspepsia, Constipation of the Bowels, Headache, and Febrile symptoms 
occasioned by cold or worms. Price per bottle, 50 cents. 

Mrs. Mettier’s Pulmonaria.—¥or Colds, Irritation of the Throat and Lungs, 
Hemorrhage, Asthma, Consumption, Whooping Cough, and all diseases of the Respi- 
ratory Organs. Price per bottle, $1. 

Mrs. Mettler’s Healing Ointment.—For Burns, Scalds, Fresh Cuts and Wounds 
of almost every description, Boils, Salt Rheum, Blisters, Swelled and Sore Breasts or 
Nipples, Glandular Swelling, Piles, Chapped Hands or Chaffing. Price per box, 25 
cents. 

Mrs. Mettler’s Remarkable and Unprecedented Liniment.—For Lameness and 
Weakness of several parts of the human system, Contracted Muscles and Sinews, 
Bheumatic, Inflammatory and Neuralgic Affections, Callous and Stiff Joints, Spas- 
modic Contractions, etc., etc. Price per bottle, $1. 


James McCussrer, Proprietor. 
8. T. MUNSON Agent, 5 Great Jones street, New York. 


5—tf 


THE BOOK OF LIFE OPEN. 

The faculty of Intuitive Perception, or Life-reading, is the most wonderful of hu- 
man capabilities. It enables its possessor to calculate the relative use and destiny of 
individuals; it feels the influences that bear upon persons, and tells what pursuits in 
life they must follow, and what changes they must make, to be successful; it deter- 
mines the tide of man’s fortune; it opens the book of life and reads the past history 
and present intentions of individuals; it determines true conjugal relations. and will 
describe the persons whose love and hatred falls unconsciously upon us; it determines 
the natural location of persons as regards their best health and happiness. It, n 
short, opens the entire universe of mind for human inspection. These readings the 
undersigned gives from the hand-writing, from a daguerreotype, or from the personal 
presence. He will be at Dr. Main’s, No. 7 Davis street, Boston, on Saturday of each 
week for this purpose. Terms for a reading, with written delineation, $1.00. All 
communications directed to the undersigned, Natick, Mass., will be promptly attend- 
ed to. 35—tf H. L. Bowes. 


THE PREMATURE DECAY OF YOUTH 

JUST PUBLISHED BY DR. STONE, Physician to the Troy Lung anå Hygienic 
Institute, a Treatise on the Early Decay of American Youth; the vice of Self-Abuse 
and its direful consequences; Seminal Weakness, and other Diseases of the Sexual 
Organs in both Male and Female. 

The above work, containing the most thrilling incidents in the practice of the au- 
thor, has received the highest commendation from the leading papers of the Union, as 
one of the most able ever published on the subject of such vital interest. It will be 
sent by mailin a sealed envelope to any part of the country, free of charge, on re 
ceipt of two stamps for postage. 

Address DR. ANDREW STONE, 


Physician to the Troy Lung and Hygienic Institute, and Physician for Diseases of 
the Heart, Throat and Lungs, 96 Fifth street, Troy, N. Y. 


AN ASYLUM FOR THE AFFLICTED. 
HEALING by laying on of hands. CHARLES MAIN, Healing Medium, has 


opened an Asylum for the Afflicted at No. 7 Davis street, Boston, where he 
is prepared to accommodate patients desiring treatment by the above process on 
moderate terms. 

CF Patients desiring board should give notice in advance, that suitable arrange- 
ments may be made before their arrival. 

Those sending locks of hair toindicate heir diseases, should enclose $1 for the 
examination, with a letter stamp to prepay their postage. 

Office hours from 9 to 12 A. M., and from 2to 5 P. M. 


LIGHT BREAD, 


WITHOUT YEAST OR POWDERS. 

Pr How tomake light delicious Bread with simple Flour and Water only. It can 
be prepared for the oven in a few minutes (with coarse or fine flour) and may be eaten 
warm by invalids without injury. Receipts for HEALTHFUL COOKING, &c. 
—a little Hand Book, price 10 cents by mail; muslin covers, 15 cents. Address 
“ Boston Water Cure,”? Boston, Mass; also for sale at Bela Marsh’s, 14 Bromfield 
street. 

“We have seenthe receipt tried by a lady who had no faith in it, and who was 
surprised at the lightness and sweetness of the bread.”’—Portland -Transcript, 
April lith. 33—tf 


: HEALING INSTITUTE. 

Dr. R. W. Lovcee, Healing Medium, has taken the house No. 23 Eliot street, for 
the benefit of the afflicted. In addition, he has procured the services of Dr. BROWN 
and wife, of Plymouth, celebrated as clairvoyants and trance mediums who will 
make examinations of discase, satisfactory, or no pay will be demanded. Trance 
communications will be given, if desired. All medicines that are prescribed will be 
put up at the Institute. 


36 DR. R. W. LOUGEE. 


WM. E. RICE, CLAIRVOYANT MEDIUM AND PHYSICIAN, 
TERMS REDUCED! 
OFFICE No. 7 Davis Street, Boston, Mass. If sickness or distance prevent per 
sonal attendance, examination can be made from a lock of hair and a statement of the 
leading symptoms, age and sex. Terms, when the patient is present, $1; when ab- 


sent, $2. Electricity applied when required. 
W. E. R. will answer calls to lecture on Sundays. 41—tf 
MES. L. W. KEMLO, 
HEALING MEDIUM AND ELECTRICIAN, 
CoLrtuBta Bri_pincs, Columbia street—2d Entrance, Room No. 5, Boston. 33—tf 


THE SICK ARE HEALED 
WITHOUT MEDICINE. JAMES W.GREENWOOD, Healing and Developing 
Medium, Rooms No. 15 Tremont street, opposite the Museum. Office hours from 
9 A. M. to5 P.M. Other hours he will visit the sick at their houses. 
Investigators will find a Test, Rapping, Writing and Trance Medium at the above 
rooms. í 


MRS. C. L. NE TON, HEALING MEDIUM, 

Has fully tested her powers, and-will sit for the cure of diseases of a chronic nature, 
by the laying on of hands. Acute pains instantly relieved by spirit-power. Chronic 
Rheumatism, Neuralgia, Chronic Spinal Diseases, Pains in the Side, Disease of the 
Liver, Nervous Prostration, Headache, &c. Terms for each sitting, $1.00. Hours 
from 9 A. M. to 3 P. M. Will visit families if required. No. 26 West Dedham street. 
two doors from Washington street, Boston. 6—tf 


A. C. STILES, M. D., BRIDGEPORT, CONN., 
INDEPENDENT CLAIRVOYANT, 
Guarantees a true diagnosis of the disease of the person before him, or no fee will 
be claimed. 
Terms to be strictly observed.—-For Clairvoyant examination and prescription, 
when the patient is present, $2. For Psychometric delineations of character, $2. To 
insure attention, the fee and a postage stamp must in all cases be advanced. 


W. S. COURTNEX, BENJ. K. PAYNE. 


COURTNEY & PAYNE, 
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW. 


Offices No. 346 Broadway, New York, and No. 10 Court street, Brooklyn. 

Messrs. Courtney and Payne will give their attention to the prosecution and collec 
tion of claims and all business pertaining to the profession, in the Courts of New York 
and Brooklyn and the adjoining counties. 

By their prompt and undivided attention to business they hope to deserve their 
share of the patronage of the spiritual public. 


SPIRITUAL, CLAIRVOYANT, AND MESMERIC PRESCRIPTIONS, 


CAREFULLY prepared by OCTAVIUS KING, Botanic Apothecary, 654 Wash 
ington street, under Pine Street Church, Boston. 


All of Mrs. Mettler’s Medicines for sale as above. tf 


N.C. LEWIS, CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN, 


Has taken the mansion No. 70 Tremont street, where he will examine and prescribe 


for the afflicted, under the direction of an Indian Spirit of the olden time. Office 
hours 9 A M to5 P M. 
N. B. Letters must be addressed to Dr. N. C. LEWIS, as above. iA 


GEORGE ATKINS, 
HEALING MEDIUM AND CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN, 
WEBSTER. Mass. 

Terus—Examination when the patient ıs present, $1; by lock of hair, $3, in ad 
vance. 12— 
ee 

FOUNTAIN HOUSE. 

A home for Spiritualists, Temperance men and women, and for all others who wish 
for quiet, order and comfort. This house is now under the management of the sub- 
scriber, who will always be at his post ready to attend to the wants of those who may 
favor him with a call, at the corner of Harrison Avenue and Beach street. 


39—tf E. V. WILSON, Manager for the Proprietors. 


DR. AMMI BROWN, DENTAL SURGEON, 
241-2 WINTER STREET, BALLOU’S BUILDING, 
EF Patients Psychologized or Entranced, and operations performed without pain. 


Elevation and Happiness. 


Pela Marsh's Sdbertisements. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 


ANOTHER IMPORTANT BOOK BY A. J. DAVIS! 

The subscriber has just issued a new work, written a few weeks since by Mr. Davis. 
In preparing his matter for the Philanthropic Convention at Utica, he wrote eut sev- 
eral suggestive ideas respecting the Cause and Care of Evil, or how to “overcome 
evil with good,” which was the great question before that memorable gathering of 


hinkers and philanthropists. This new production is entitled 


THE HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF EVIL; 
WITH SUGGESTIONS FOR MORE ENNOBLING INSTITUTIONS AND 
PHILOSOPHICAL SYSTEMS OF EDUCATION. 


Some idea of this little volume or pamphlet may be obtained from the following ta- 
ble of contents: 


1. The unity of truth. 

2.. The ante-human theory of evil. 

3. The inter-human theory of evil. 7. The causes of civilization. 

4. The super-human theory of evil. 8. The world’s true saviour discovered. 
9. The barmonial cure of evil. 4 


These important subjects are all comprised in about 120 pages octavo. ‘The work 


5. The spiritual theory of evil. 
6. The harmonial theory of evil. 


is printed on good paper and well bound, both in pampblet covers and in mustin. 


Single copies at retail, 30 cents; bound in cloth, 50 cents. On receipt of price, the 


book will be sent by mail, postage free. Quantities at wholesale, with reasonable dis- 
count, sent per order to all parts of the Union. 


Address the Publisher, BELA MARSH, No. 14 Bromfield street, Boston. 41—L 


HENEY C. WRIGHT’S BOOKS. 

Marriage and Parentage; or, the Reproductive Element in Man, as a means to his 
Price $1. 

The Unwelcome Child; or, the Crime of an Undesigned and Undesired Maternity. 
Price in cloth, 45 cents; in paper covers, 30 cents. , 

4 Kiss for a Blow; or, a Collection of Stores for Children, showing them how to 
prevent quarreling. Price 38 cents; illustrated edition, 62 centa. 

The Errors of the Bible Demonstrated by the Truths of Nature; or, Man’s 
only Infallible Rule of Faith and Practice. Price in cloth, 38 cents; in paper covers, 


25 cents. 


The above are for sale, at wholesale or retail, by BELA MARSH, No. 14 Bromfield 
street, Boston. 4t 


THE GOSPEL OF JESUS! 
Found in the Catacombs of Rome, and translated by Wessel Ganseroort, Em, of 
Albany, N. Y. Edited by Rev. Gibson Smith. Price 75 cents. Bold by BELA 
MARSH, 14 Bromfield street, Boston, and GIBSON SMITH, Camden, Me. 41—4t* 


THE DIAL ALPHABET. 
This invaluable article for Tipping Mediums is now for sale at the low price of $1.50 
each, and may be had of BELA MARSH, No. 14 Bromfield street. 41—tf 


WOODMAN’S REPLY TO DE. DWIGHT. 


A New Edition of this excellent work is just published. It has been carefally 
revised and stereotyped, in order to meet an increased demand, and is pat at the ow 
price of 20 cents percopy. A liberal discount at wholesale. 

BELA MARSH, publisher, 14 Bromfield street, Boston. 1r 
areren 
NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

Parker’s Sermon of Immortal Life, 5th Edition. Price 10 cents. Also, Parkers 
two Sermons on Revivals, and one on False and True Theology. Price 8 cents each. 
Just published and for sale by BELA MARSH, No. 14 Bromfield street, where may 
be had all the various other writings of the same author, eitber in pamphiet form or 


bound in cloth, at wholesale and retail. 2h 
SO eŮĖŮĖŮ 


PUBLIC ORAL DISCUSSION. 


Spiritualism and the Opposition, at Hartford, between S. B. Brittan, and Dr. D-D 
Hanson Price 38 cents. Mrs. Hatch’s Discourses on Religion, Morals, Philosophy 
and Metaphysics. Price $1.00. The Mistake of Christendom; or Jesus and his 
Gospel before Paul and Chnstianity. Price $1.00. Just published, and for sale by 
BELA MAKSH, No. 14 Bromfield street. lI 


FOUR SERMONS, 

Preached in the Yearly Meeting of Progressive Friends, at Longwood, Pa, May 
30th and 31st, 1858. By Theodore Parker. Price 17 cents. Also, a Sermon, preached 
on the 4th of July, in Boston, on the effect of Slavery on the American People. Price 
8 cents. Just published and for sale by BELA MARSH, 14 Bromfield St. so—a 
eee 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FREE CONVENTION, 
Herp ar RtTLAND, Vt, June 25th,=26th, 2ith, 1858. 

Just published and for sale by Bela Marsh, No. 14 Bromfield street. Price, In pa- 
per covers, 50 cents; in cloth 67 cts. The work contains Debates on the Bible, Gov- 
ernment, Marriage, Spiritualism, Slavery, Woman’s Rights, Free Trade, ke. S3—tL 


RICE’S SPIRIT MEDICINES. a 
Purtfyiry Syrup, Price $1,00 per bottle. Nerve Soothing Elixir, Price 50 cents 
per bottle. Healing Ointment, Price 25 cents per box. Pulmonary Syrup, Price 
50 cent per bottle. 
These Medicines have all been tested and can be relied upon ; they contain no poi- 
son. They are all prepared from spirit directions by Wiit.tam E. Rics. For sale 
by BELA MASH, 14 Bromfield street, Boston. 


MES, METTLER’S MEDICINES. 
Restorative Syrup—Price $1 per bottle. Dysentery Cordial—S0 cents. Elizir— 


50 cts. Neutralizing Mixture—50 cents. Pulmonaria—$l. Liniment—$1. 
Healing Ointment—25 cents per box. For sale by BELA MARSH, No. 14 Brom- 
field street, Boston. ` 14—f 


I EST ET IE ASE IEG, 


: SPIRITUAL BOOKS AND PERIODICALS. 
CENTRAL DEPOT, NO. 5 GREAT JONES STREET, NEW YORK. 
3 Office of the Spiritual Age. 

8. T. MUNSON & Co., Agents, second door East of Broadway, opposite the La, 
Farge, keep all the Reform Publications, together with a splendid assortment of Bpirit 
ual Books, all of which will be sold at the lowest publisher’s prices far cash. All per- 
gons who wish to purchase the class of Books mentioned, will find it for their advan 
tage to send their orders to Munson & Co., who will give instant attention to the de 
mands of their customers. Subscriptions received for all 

Spiritual and Reform Papers and Serial Publications. 

Books and other merchandise ordered at our establishment, not excepting Miscelia- 
neous and School Books, Stationery, &c., will be sent through the post office, by the 
press, or in private hands, as may be directed, without delay, and all papers and peri 
odicals forwarded as soon as published. 

All Spiritualists and Reformers who visit New York, are requested to call, immedi 
ately on their arrival, at Munson & Co.’s, for the purpose of registering their names. 
By this means they may become known to the friends in this city, and thus their ie- 
terests and pleasure may be essentially promoted. 

Merchants and others from different parts of the country, who want any of the 
Spiritual papers, should cali at the office of The Spiritual Age, and subecribe. The 
location is central, and the whole establishment on the first floor, so that our custom 
ers are‘not required to ascend any lofty flights to inaccessible upper rooms to find 

S. T. MUNSON & CO., Agents, No 5Great Jone street, N Y. 


THE FOLLOWING ARE NOW READY. 

Avpress delivered before the late Convention in favor of extending to Woman the 
Elective Franchise. By Geo. W. Curtis. Price 10 cents,or to the trade at $7 per 
hundred. 

Tracts, by Judge Edmonds, containing eight in the series. These Tracts furnish 
a simple and comprehensive statement of the Facts and Philosophy of Spiritualism 
Price per hundred $1.50, or 24 cents the serie 

THEODORE PARKER'S SERMONS ON RevivaLs.—The demand for these remarkable 
discourses continues unabated. More than 20,000 have already been sold. Price for 
the three discourses, 24 cents, or $6 per hundred. 

Beside the above, the subscriber has a general assortment of Spiritual and Reform 
Publications, and whatever points to the Elevation of Humanity, independent of 
creeds, but recognizing Truth, come from whence it may. 

24—tf S. T. MUNSON, No. 5. Great Jones street, New York. 


“Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.” 
THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE RUTLAND CONVENTION, 
Phonographically reported by Mr. J. M. W. Yerrinton, is just published. This is 
avery full report, in the reading of which the public will be able to gather how much 
of falsehood and misrepresentation has been promulgated and sent broadcast through 
out the land by the secular press, claiming to have a tender regard for, and to be in same 
sort the guardian of the public morals. This book contains about 200 pages, large eo- 


A. B. CHILD, M. D., DENTIST, 
NO. 15 TREMONT STREET, BOSTON, MASB. 


SUFFOLK DYE HOUSE, 
CORNER OF COURT AND HOWARD STREETS BOSTON. 


TO THE AFFLICTED. 
DE. 8. CUTTER, assisted by Mrs. G. W. Walker, Clairvoyant and Healing Me- 


dium, will attend to the wants of the sick. Office, 221 Central street, Lowell 
Mass. Patients will be accommodated with board. 


cines. 


near 10th street, where hewill receive visitors as formerly. 


tavo, and will be furnished at the very low price of 50 cents in paper, or 67 cest 
bound. The object not being to speculate, but to get the facts before the people, it 
has been concluded to make the price at the lowest possible figure. Orders sent te 
the undersigned will meet with prompt attention. Address S. T. MUNSON, 
33te 5 Great Jones Bt., New York 


CIRCLES AT MUNSON’S ROOMS, DAY AND EVENING. 


The subscriber has engaged the services of the celebrated Test Medium, Mr. C. H. 
Foster, of Salem, Mass. In place of the large public circles recently held on Taes 
day and Thursday evenings, it is thought best to limit the number to about eight 
persons, at $1 each, as conditions are not apt to be as favorable in large promiscuous 
circles. The circles will be formed at 7 1-2 P. M. on the above evenings. For the 
day and evening circles for private investigation, besides Mr. Foster, other mediums 
of varied gifts are employed. Mediums will be in attendance from 9 A M tol PM 
and from 2 to 6 P M; also, on Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday evenings 
rom 71-2 to 10. atf S. T. MUNSON, 5 Great Jones St., New York. 


MEDIUMS WILL BE IN ATTENDANCE CONSTANTLY, i 
Day and evening, at Mcnson’s Rooms. S. T. M. has the pleasure of announcing 
that he nas engaged the services of some of the best mediums in the country; the 
hours will be from 10 o'clock, A. M. till 2, and from 3 till 5 P. M. Evening circles 
from 8 till 10. On Tuesday and Thursday evenings the circles will be public, at an 
admission fee of 50 cents. 33tf 5. T. MUNSON, 5 Great Jones &., New York- 


ORAL DISCUSSION. 

Just published. An Oral Discussion on Spiritualism between 8. B. Brittan aad 
Dr. D. D. Hanson. 8vo. 145 pp. Price, bound, 63 cts; paper, 38 cts. For sale by 
8. T. Moxson, 5 Great Jones street, New York. =» 
as ne Se 

DR. JOHN SCOTT, 

The successful Spirit Physician, has removed from Sr. Lorm, to No. 6 Beach streek, 
New York. Patients under treatment can be accommodated in the ħouse. 

Agents wanted, to dispose of Scott & Co.’s celebrated and successful Spirit Medi 
Address, Jons Scott & Co., 6 Beach street, New York. s—tf 


DE. G. A. REDMAN TEST MEDIUM, 
Has returned to the city of New York, and taken rooms at No. 106 Fourth Avenae 
-Af 


